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emphasises the seriousness of the labour
position. There are many firmly convinced
that the amount reguired to restore the
North is more than we, as a Parliament, can
finance, In addition to the losses we have
sustained in the State Shipping Service and
the amount spent in port and harbour con-
struction and maintenance; the loss on the
Marble Bar-Hedland railway and the mil-
lion that has been spent in rebafes of rent
and debt adjustments, the losses continue,
because there has been no long-term policy.
With our limited finance it has bheen im-
possible for us to frame such a poliey.

I am convinced that a Government situ-
ated here eannot govern the North, and my
whole idea in bringing forward this sug-
gestion is to try to impress upon this
House that we must get down to the prin-
ciple that the closer to the people, the .bet-
ter the Government. From my observations
on more than one visit, T am impressed with
the lack of a central point in the North-
West. The opinion is held that were we to
develop one sound harbour where ships
could enter and be less dependent upon
tides, we would solve a number of prob-
lems. Almost everything that is required
in the North has to be brought from Fre-
mantle or Perth. There is no central store
for the Public Works Department and no
base for any of the other services neecessary
for a community of people. It has been
stated that there are Constitutional dif-
ficolties in the suggestions T am making.
Some declare that under the Commonwealth
Constitution, the Commonwealth Goivern-
ment cannot discriminale in taxalion
and that in order to give relief from
taxation it will be necessary to reslore
the right of taxation to the State Parlia-
ment, T eannot, however, subscribe to this
view, since the Commonwealth Government
has found it possible to zone Australia and
to give reductions in income tax assessments
to those living in certain zones, IFf it be
possible to make reductions of a small
nature, it must be possible to make redac-
tions- of a large nature. Another way out
is to declare the area a territory. Whether
it be that the State or the Commonweslth
holds the purse, I still eonsider that the
government of the North would he more
easily condncted—and I might be pardoned
if I say more wisely conducted—were it by
a commission of members resident in and
knowing that district and able to conduet
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its affairs with a knowledge of the present
and future needs of the North. Finally, I
repeat, even were our power of taxation re-
stored, the project of restoring the North
would be beyond our finances. The task
is one for Australia!

On motion by the Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned.

BILLS (4)--FIRST READING.

1, Mine Workers' Relief (War Service)
Act Amendment,’

2, Rights in Water and Irrigation Act
Amendment,

Received from the Assembly.
3, Police Aet Amendment.

4, Police Act Amendment Act,
Amendment,
Introduced by the Chief Seeretary,

1902,

House adjourned at 6.9 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.
PARDELUP PRISONERS.

As to Fxperience of Heonmour System.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister repre-
senting the Chief Secretary: In view of
the faet that the prisoner, Whelan, who re-
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cently escaped from Pardelup Prison was
in December, 1943, concerned in an escape
from Fremantle Prison when a senior of-
ficer was very badly injured as a conse-
(uence, what limiis have been placed on
the belief that the honour system is likely
to be satisfactory with prisoners of this
type, and what guarantee of protection
from the same sort of treatment as was
given to the senior officer referred to at
Fremantle is available to the officers at
Pardelup and to the settlers in the sur-
rounding country?

The PREMIER replied:

Recommendations for the transfer of
any prison inmate to Pardelup Prison Farm
are only made in the firm belief that they
will be able to live up to the conditions
there obtaining, and are unlikely te prove
a menace to the community. Protection
of officers against assault by prisoners is
just as effective at Pardelup as at Fre-
mantle, except that the ratio of staff to
prisoners is less becanse of the seleetive
type of inmate.

RATLWAYS.

As to Warning Signals at Welshpool
Crossing.

Mr. CROSS asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:i—

1, Is he aware that the Welshpool rail-
way erossing is very dangerous?

2, If so, will he arrange to install aute-
matic warning signals forthwith ¢

The MINISTER replied:
1, Yes.

2, Automatic warning equipment is not
available at present. The installation of
such signals at this crossing will be con-
sidered in conjunection with other danger-
cus crossings when material is again avail-

able.

BROADCASTING.
As to A.B.C. News Session.

Mr. NORTH asked the Premier:—

1, Can anything be done throngh his
CGiovernment regarding the frequent fail-
nre of the A.B.C. news session to reach
Western Anstralian listeners?

3, Will he eonsider making representa-
tions to the Postmaster General, and if
possible, obtain the reasons for the repeated
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interruptions and breaks, and also ascer-
tain what plans there may be to effect im-
provements?

The PREMIER replied:

1 and 2, Enquiries made from the Aus-
tralian Broadcasting Commission do not
bear out the statement that there is fre-
qpent failure of the A.B.C. news session
to reach Western Australian listeners. As
the prineipal diffieulties when such faulis
do oceur are technieal and are caused
through heavily loaded land lines, I will
take the matter up with the Postmaster
General to see if there is a prospect of
avoiding the faults referred to.

STATE HOTELS.

Az to Bruce Rock, Kwolyin, Ete,

Mr. PERKINS asked the Minister for
the North-West:—

1, {a) What is the original capital value
plus later additions of Bruce Rock State
Hotel; (b) What is the present eapital
value of above less depreciation written off?
(¢) What is present value of furniture and
fittings ?

2, What is value as (a), (b) and (e) in
question (1) of Kwolyin State Hotel?

3, What was net profit for last year of
each of above State hotels?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for the
Minister for the North-West) replied:—

1 and 2, Bruce Rock—OQriginal capital
value, £12,108; present valne, £8,730; pre-
sent value of furniture, £2,649. Kwolyin—
Original capital value, £5,758; present
value, £3,925; present value of furniture,
£1,405.

3, For trade reasons it is not deemed ad-
visable to provide these figures.

FREMANTLE HARBOTUR TRUST.

As to Waiving of Regulation Charges.
Mr. LESLIE asked the Minister repre-
senting the Chief Secretary:—

1, Is he aware that although there is no
slatutory authority for the Commissioners
of the Fremantle Harbour Trust to waive or
vary the regulation charges, instances have
come under the notice of the Aunditor Gen-
cral where such charges, mainly storage,
have been waived or varied?

2, That the Auditor General has drawn
attention to this irregularity in his report
on the Publiec Accounts for the period ended
the 30th June, 19447
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3, Will he state (a) What were the in-
stances where the regulation charges have
heen waived or varied? (b) The names of
those in whose favour the charges were
waived or varied? and (¢) The amounts for
which the charges were waived or varied, as
reported by the Auditor General?

4, What action bas been taken to en-
sure that the Commissioners do not exceed
their anthority in futare?

The PREMIER replied :—

1, Yes.

2, Yes.

3, (a) There were many, due to the un-
usual congestion of cargo in the sheds and
on the wharves owing to war conditions, and
the Trust for various reasons not being in
a position to fulfil its obligations of making
the goods available to the consignees when
applied for. Chief among these reasons
were insufficieney of labour, inexperience of
much of the labour when available, and the
shortage of railway trucks. In the cir-
cumstances it was considered that the Trust
could not legally or morally impose a pen-
alty which is the storage charge on the con-
signees as provided by regulation for the
non-removal of goods; (b) Importers and
shipping agents generally; (¢) £942 0s. 44.

4, The Trust's regulation has been so al-
tered as to enable the necessary elasticity
in the application of this penalty rate as
will bring similar remissions and reductions
within the powers of the Commissionefs and
{hus obviate the necesgsity of the Auditor
Gieneral having to refer to such matters as
may bhe legally incorrect but morally justi-
fied,

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Waftls, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted fo Mr. Stubbs,
{Wagin) on the ground of ill-health.

BILL—MEDICAL ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Minister for Health
and read a first time.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1, Mine Workers’ Relief (War Service)
Aet Amendment.

2, Rights in Water and Irrigation Act
Amendment.
Transmitted to the Couneil.

(25}
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MOTION—COLLIE COAL.,

Ads to Full Use, Etc., by Government
Utilities.

MR. WILSON (Collie) [4.37]: I move—

1, That this House recomumends that 100
per eent. of native ceal be used on all lines of
the rajlway aystem, except the Marble Bar-
Port Hedland line, and that 10¢ per cent. of
native conl be used in other Government utili-
ties requiring eeal in this State.

2, That a Dboard of experts be appointed
from all interests identified with the produc-
tion, sale and use of Collie coal to determine
the bagie standing and equitable value from
every standpoint of the native coal versua the
coal imported from Commonwealth States, and
that such standard have currency for ten
years.

3, That in order to avoid importing coal and
to safeguard the Railway Department from
under-supplies, roof-covered store dumps for
Coilie coal be constructed at convenient depots
throughout the State, and, also, that the use
by the Fox carbonation methods of using Collie
coal be procceded with.

4, That the Railway Department adopt a
scheme of mixing hard and soft Collie coal,
thus showing a financial improvement on the
cost of native coal as at present supplied to
that department.

3, That the covering with tarpauline of
wagons of coal at the pit’s mouth, and during
transit, be initiated.

6, That the cost of the tarpaulins, cte., be
paid from royalty on local coal.

I endorse all the good things we have said
to one another for the past two months.
On the subject of ceal, I say that Collie
coal 15 the best that we have. As it is the
best and only coal that we have in Western
Australia, I think it should receive the
support of everyone in this State. For
41 years I have been trying to help, and
T do not think I have done with fighting
vet. This motion is on all fours with a
motion that was hefore this House in 1933,
and is practieally of the same wording. That
motion was thrown out and we were left
as we were before. I will read that motion
becanse I think members ean follow this
ong best by checking what I moved in
1933 against what I am moving today. In
1933 T moved—

That this House recommends that 100 per
cent. of native coal be used on all lines of the
railway system except the Marble Bar-Hedland
line, and that 100 per cent. of native coal be
used in other Government utilities requiring
eoal.

¥
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That is identical with No. 1 of my motion,
today. No. 2 and No. 3 were—

That a board of experts be appointed from
all interests identified with the production, sell-
ing and using of Collie coal te determine the
basic standing and equitable value from every
standpoint of the native coal versus the coal
imported from Commonwealth States, and that
such standard have gurrency for 10 years.

3. That in order to avoid importing coal
and to safeguard the Railway Depar{ment
from under-supplies, roof-covered store dumps
for Collie conl be constructed at convenient
depots throughout the State.

For 15 years I have been advocating the
provision of store dumps snd, had they
been installed, the recent stoppage of trans-
pori need not have occurred and the peo-
ple need not have been deprived of eurrent
for lighting.

4, That the Railway Department adopt a

scheme whercby the mixing of the hard and
soft coals shall show a financial improvement
on the cost of native coal as at present sup-
plied to the department.
The advisability of mixing the "ecal wag
dealt with by a Royal Commission, of which
I was a member, in 1916, but no progress
has been made, though nearly 30 years have
elapsed.

6. That the covering with tarpauling of
wagons of coal at the pit’s mouth be initiated.

6. That the coat of the tarpaulins, ete., be
refunded from the royalty paid on local coal.

Those points really represent the sum total
of the motion I am now moving. When I
agk for the appointment of a board of ex-
perts, I do not want second-class office boys
to be selected. I want men appointed who
are associated with the industry and who
understand its needs in order that we might
obtain useful information and help.

I can prove to the House or to any board
that the coalminers in some of the mines in
Collie worked fewer than four days per week
at a time when the Railway Department was
importing foreign coal. I will deal with
that point Iater. I would like to digress a
little at this stage to deal with the sins
that are charged against the Collie miners.
These men dared to take two days holiday
granted to them by the Prime Minister of
Australis and the Premier of the State—
the days set apart for thanksgiving and
prayer on the conclusion of hostilities, days
which the public used mostly for pleasure.
The people of Collie are second to none in
their loyalty to the State, and the coal-
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miners are as loya] men as can be found
anywhere, Some of them have served in
various theatres of war, and the general
publie must realise that the people of Collie
could oot give their sons for war service
and at the same time have them at home
winning eoal for the State.

I have been asked many times, “What Is
the matter with the Collie coalminers that
they do not supply more coal to the Rail-
way Department?’ 1 answer that there is
nothing wrong with the miners, but I pro-
pose to tell members what has been done to
them. Very little general improvement has
been made in workings or development of
the mines over the past 20 years. There is
a place at Collie where coa! could be ob-
tained now, but we cannot get it owing to
the lack of manpower. We have applied
for men to be made available, and every
request of the sort has been turned down.

I intend to prove that Collie has pro-
duced more coal for the Railway Depart-
ment during the war than it produced be-
fore the war, I would like members to Take
particular notiee of the fact that at pre-
sent there are 83 men between the ages of
60 and 70 years working in the Collie mines.
They are due to be discharged, but they
are continuing to .work in order to keep
the home fires burning, if I may use that
tertn. Would anybody in this House grudge
those men the two holidays granted for the
peace celebrations? I do not think so.
Surely a man whe works in a eozlmine and
in a virulent and partially-ladened stythe
atmosphere is entitled to a holiday occasion-
ally. Some time ago, the Minister for Works
stated that the miners at Collie had a very
good record of coal production during the
war, but that it had been spoilt to some extent
by the non-production of coal on the two
holidays. “In point of merit,” he said,
“the Collie miners probably not only de-
served but also needed the rest more than
did any other section of the community” T
agree with that statement.

Thera has been a good deal of talk about
the stoppages, and I repeat that no pro--
vision has been made by the Railway De-
partment to instal bins for the storing of
Collie coal. I have been striving for years
to get the department to provide bins. Let
me quote the following statement from “The
West Australian™ relating to the acute coal
shortage in South Australia—
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Yesterday the railways had only ten days’
supply and the Gas Coy. only nine days'
supply.

The Government of Western Australia had
no supply at gll beeause it had no storage
bins. This is a state of affairs that ought
to be remedied immediately. I have re-
ferred to the fact that old men are still
continuing fto work in the Collie mines.
They could leave the mines tomorrow if
they so desired, but if they elected to do so,
the available supply of coal would be de-
creased. These old men promised to work
during the war and they have done it.
I have a table containing figures of coal
production that should interest members.
T regret to have to bore members with
figures, especially as my speech is often
not easily understood—though I make no
apology for my mother-tongue—but I think
the following table will prove illuminat-

ing:—

Collie Mines. Railway Dept. Used. Collie
Coal for
General
Year. Produ¢- Coltie Imported | Public
tion, Coal. Coal.
Tona. Tons. Tons. Tons.
1085 527,188 | 201,372 17,074 | 245,814
1930 505,075 307,702 11,020 257,973
1937 553,500 300,102 18,453 253,317
1088 604,702 315,435 18,762 280,307
1039 557,535 327,057 11,438 220,578
1040 538,420 208,046 11,312 240,480
1941 550,573 302,181 11,820 254,442
1942 581,175 821,740 15,1463 256,420
1943 531,546 330,203 17,193 201,283
1944 558,322 308,305 20,882 210,057

I'or the five years ended 19839, we produced
1,542,708 tons for the Railway Department.
During the last five years we have produeed
19,000 tons more than before the war. There
has been talk ahpout the railways not getting a
fair go, but I think they have had a very fair
deal. In addition, for the past two years
we have given the Midland Railway Com-
pany 1,500 tons of coal. They would mnot
1ake it before.

The Minister for Lands: And they prob-
ably will not take it later on.

Mr. WILSON: They will probably 4o
what they did before.

The Minister for Mines:
1,500 tons or 15,000 tons?

AMr. WILSON: Here are the figures: In
1943, 50 tons were supplied each manth
from July to December; in 1944 the company
was given one lot of 40 tons, eight lots of 50

Wag the figure
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tons and three lots of 150, 230, and 100
tons, respectively. All told, 1,500 tons were
supplied to the Midiand Railway Company.
The second paragraph of my motion asks
for the appointment of a board of experts
to determine the basic standing and equit-
able value from every standpeoint of the
native coal versus the coal imported from
the other States. That speaks for it-
s¢e)lf. We want men who know something
about coal and who will give us a fair go.
Another request is for the construction of
bins. What is to prevent this Government or
any Government from building storage bins
with a eapacity of 10,000 tons? There is
plenty of land in Collie for the purpose,
plenty of piles, timber galore, and water
galore, to make this a payable proposi-
tion.

Experiments have shown that coal stored
loses very little by deterioration. In some
cases, storage has resulted in better coal. I
happened to be on the engines in the early
days when the coal was tested, and good
results were obtained. I have here one of
the books used in those days. We had the
best experts that the railway could give us.
There was Mr. Appleby, who was killed in
France; and all the drivers were first-class
men. I have the figures relating to the ex-
periments, but I will not weary the House
with them, because it would do no geod.
I come pow to the question of the mixing
of hard and soft Collie coal. Tests were
made which showed that such a mixture
would give beneficial and economic resunlts.
The drivers were pleased to have coal that
was mixed, but liftle has been done for a
matter of 15 years.

I see from reports of the Railway De-
partment that it is going into the matter of
mixing eoal. What I want to say to the
department is: “For God's sake get on with
the job at once and do not keep us for an-
other 20 years.” The coal gives better finan-
cial results when it is mixed. I happened
to be on the engines in the days when the
mixed eoal was tried out. Non-mixed eoal
clinkered very badly, but the mixed Collie
coal did not. I would say in passing that
there is a place at Collie that counld be
opened np without any frouble {omorrow
and could employ 50 men and could produece
1,600 tons & fortnight. We applied to get
men refeased from the Army for this work,
but without result. The position is that the
military authorities cannot have cur coal-
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miner-fighting-men in the war arena and get
our coal at the same time. The manpower
authorities were applied to, but the proposi-
tion was turned down. T have a lot of figures
here but Y shall not bother to read them, as
it would tire me too much.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member is
not feeling well, he may resume his seat.

Mr. WILSON: I can proceed. 1 would like
to refer to the fact that three months ago the
present Premier called the men of Collie to-
gether to meet representatives of the com-
panies and departmental heads with a view
to devising some means of obtaining better
results with regard to the output of coal.
He did a good job. He hrought the parties
together and finally persuaded them to agree
to try to improve the position. The men
went back to work, but subsequently the
Premier received a wire saying that they
were out again. He was not pleased; neither
was I. But what was the reason? The men
turned up to work at four o’clock in the
afternoon and woent down the mine, but by
eight o'clock there were no more wagons for
them and they had to go bhack home.

That is the truth of the matter; there were
no wagons for them to fill. Then there was
the time the lights failed on account of a
breakdown of coal-crushing machinery;
Collie eoal was unjustly blamed for that.
The table T have here shows that for the
past five years Collie has produced 18,746
more tons for the railways than before the
war. For many vyears, however, the rail-
ways nsed Collie eoal, forgetting that the
miners were only working 3% days a week.
They did not forget to procure Neweastle
coal, but they did forget the position of the
Collie miners who were kept out of work
by the importation of foreign coal. 1 thank
members for their kindmness in listening to
me beeause, when all is said and done, it is
a very annoying subject to talk ahout.

On motion by Mr. Shearn, debate ad-
journed.

PAPERS—CLAIM BY MRS. J. P.
JORGENSEN.
As to Loss of Oats.
MR. WATTS
move—

That there be laid‘on the Table of the
Hoqse all papers in the possession of the
Police Department regarding the claim by

(Katanning) [5.1:] 1
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Mrs. J. P. Jorgensen of Kendenup relative to
the loss of 35 (or 37) bags of oats and the in-
quiries made regarding the same.

I do so beeause I am of the opinien that it
is desirable that there should be offered some
explanation to the people concerned as to
what resulted from the taking possession, by
the police authorities, of a motor vehicle that
was involved in an aecident at Kendenup on
the 13th December, 1944. On that date,
one .J. P. Jorgensen, a licensed earrier of
Kendenup, was, in the course of his husi-
ness, travelling from Mt Barker to Ken-
denup with a load of goods. The load con-
sisted prineipally of 70 bags of oats although
a quantity of timber, a pig and some other
sundries were included. When about five
miles from Mt. Barker and proceeding along
the main Perth-Albany road, the driver of
the vehicle, J. P. Jorgensen himself, eol-
lapsed at the wheel and was apparently dead
before the vehicle struck a tree at the side
of the rvoand. That, I understand, was the
decision at the subsequent inquiry. A passen-
ger riding on top of the load was thrown oft
and killed also.

ANl this took place just before dusk on
the evening of the 13th December last. With-
in a very short time, I am informed, the
matter was reported to the Mt. Barker
police. The regular officer, who is eustom-
arily stationed there, and who is well ac-
quainted with the district and almost every-
one in it was away at the time, I understand,
on leave. The relieving officer inspected the
site of the accident, and, T am informed,
stated that the vehicle and itz load were to
be taken to the police station. I am told
that the vehicle, notwithstanding the cirenm-
stanees, had not overturned and so it
was possible to remove it, and so much of
the load as was on it at the time, to the police
station. Aceordingly, on the morning of the
next day the truek was removed, together
with all the cats exeept a small quantity
which had been spilled and which has been
estimated at between eight and ten bags.

When the widow of the deceased had got
over the shock attendant on the accident she
visited the police station with the idea of
recovering the oats beecause she wished ta
deliver them to the owmer, on whose behalf
her husband had heen earrying them, and to
whom <he was responsible. They were, T
understand, praded seed oats of an esti-
mated value of approximately 5s. a bushel,
and each bag held approximately three
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bushels. When she went there the pélice
officer in charge informed her that the ve-
hicle and the attendant goods must be left
at the police station until after the inquest.
They were, accordingly, left.

On the evening of the day on which theg
accident took place—I s=aid it was dusk
when it happened—the next of kin were not
aware of the accident or of the load that
was on the truck and were not so aware
until some considerable time after the ac-
cident took place, and, indeed, did not know
anything of the load—they reside at Ien-
denup and the load had been picked up at
Mt. Barker—until the following morning.
But I am informed that the widow's fatlier
had a discussion with the police officer on
the evening of that date, I may say that
the widow’s father is a well-known man at
Kendenup. He is a responsible and publie-
spirited citizen who 15 well-known to me. He
was told that the police would look after
the vehicle and the load until it could be
removed the following morning.

After the inquest, when the widow’s rep-
resentative went to take possession of the
oats so as to deliver them to the rightful
owner, only 25 bags could be discovered
and those 25 bags of oats were handed over
to the owner who hag since elaimed on ther
widow, or the representatives of the de-
ceased for the amount involved in regard to
the difference between 25 and 70 bags, which
is 45 bags. DBecause there were eight or
ten bags spilled at the side of the road, and
which it is known were left theve—some of
those oats were probably eaten by passing
stock—I have deducted eight or ten bags, in
addition to the 25 bags, from the 70 and
have, therefore, referred in the motion to
35 or 37 bags as being the difference, de-
pending on whether there were eight or ten
bags spilled. Subsequent to all this happen-
ing the parties eoncerned, when they found
there was apparently no means of discov-
ering what had become of these 35 or 37
bags of oats, discussed the matter with me.
Later the widow of the deceased gentleman
wrote to me, having in the interim written
te the Commissioner of Police and having
received no, or not sufficient, reply. On the
ist May, therefore, T addressed this com-
munication to the Aecting Commissioner of
Police—

Re J. Jorgensen, Kendenup, On April 7
the abovenamed, the widow of the late J. P.
Jorgensen, wrote the C.I.B. Inapector relative
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to the loss of 35 bags of oats which were
missing from approximately 60 bags of oats
taken into custody by the Mt. Barker poliee
on December 13th last, comsequent upom tke
wrecknge of a motor truck earrylng about 70
bags of oats in the accident which cansed the
death of her husband and another man.

Mra. Jorgensen advises me she haa received
no reply, Will you be good enough to advise
what action has been tuken or is proposed.

On the 2nd May I received a reply as fol-
lows:—

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 1st inst. relative to loss of 15
bags of oats—property of late Mr, J. Jorgen-
sen which is receiving attention.

On the 5th June—some five weeks later—I
wrote to the Commissioner of Police in these
terms—

Re J. Jorgensen, Kendenup. On the 2nd
May last I received an acknowledgment from
you (4588/44) to my letter of the 1st of
that month concerning the loss of oats, the
property of the abovenamed. I have slnce,
heard nothing from you in regard to the
matter, and I shall be glad to know what
action has been taken.

On the 6tk June I received from Mrs. Jor-
gensen this letter— ’

I am taking the liberty of intruding on
your time and good nature once again re my.
cats. Mr. Wrigley—

Mr. Wrigley, who is the regular police
officer at Mi. Barker, was away, as 1 saig,
on leave at the time of the accident, but
when be came back he was the person who
dealt with the matter, and he is the man
who wrote the report, referred to by Mrs
Jorgensen, some six weeks later, Mrs, Jor-
gensen’s communication continues—

Mr. Wrigley made inquiries the first week
in May and found sufficient evidence to make
the gentleman we suspected admit that he had
taken them. I rang Mr. Wrigley and asked
him what was happening about it, and he
said he had forwarded his report tp Perth
and that I would hear directly from Perth.
As time is slipping by and I have not heard’
anything I wondered if you could advise me as-
to whom to approach 1o have the matter
cleared up as I am anxious to have the whole
affair settled. '

On the 25th July, nearly three months after
my first letter to the Commissioner of.
Police, and nearly two months after my see-
ond letter to him, T addressed this commum-
cation to the Acting Commissioner—

As it is now over 215 monthg gince the mat-
ter of the loss of 35 bags of oatz—the pro-
perty of the late J. Jorgensen—was referred
to your department I should be glad if you

could let me have a decision as early as pos-
sible. . .
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Under date, the 1st Auvgust, I received a
reply in these terms—

In reply to your letters of the lst May, 5th
Jume and 25th July re eomplaint of Mrs.
Jorgensen concerning the loss of 35 bags of
onts, I am now in a position to inform you
that the inquiries e this matter are complete.
Although the Police have not been Suecessful
in tracing the total amount of oats alleged
to have been lost they have succeeded in get-
ting a certain local resident to admit some
respongibility in regard to a certain quantity
of it, which was eaten by his stock, and the
complainant has now submitted a eclaim
against the Police Department for the recov-
ery of 37 baga of oats. This is bow the mat-
ter stands at present, but the department does
not admit any responsibility, (8gd.} J. Doyle,
Acting Commissioner of Police.

I forwarded that letter to the lady in
question. It was regarded, I might say,
as a8 most unsatisfactory answer. Mrs. Jor-
gensen, in her letter to me, said she under-
stood that Mr. Wrigley had found suffi-
cient evidence to make the gentleman sus,
pected admit that he had taken the oats.
The Commissioner of Police makes some
observation to the effect that the inquiries
were complete and that they succeeded in
getting a certain local resident to admit
somz responsibility, and that that was how
the matter stood. And that is just how the
matter stands now! It is neither fair nor
right for it to stand in that way any
longer.
of the Minister representing the Minister
for Police, and was informed that, in view
of the possibility of aection being taken
against the Police Department, the inform-
ation would not be given to me.

So this woman—this widow of a citizen
of Kendenup, who, after his return from
war serviee extending over a period of
more than 2% years was killed in a
most unfortunate accident—who is left
with the responsibility of looking after
a family of voung children and meeting her
obligations, including that to the person
whose oats she was unable to deliver, is,
because of the circumstances T have men-
tioned, now put in the position that she
can take no action against anybody berause
she cannot pget the information obtained
as the result of the inquiries made by the
Police Department, to which I have
reforred. T am authorised by the parties
to thiz matter to say-—beeause I discussed
it with them at Katanning a few days ago
—this: They do not propose to take action

However, I then asked a question
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against the Police Department, even sup-
posing that that department was respon-
sible. But they do want to know what be-
came of the oats, so that if they fell into
the hands of some third party, as appears
te be the ease from this correspondence,
they will be in a position to take action
against that third party and to take some
steps to free themselves fvom an obliga-
tion imposed upon them through absclutely
no fault of their own.

It is recause I want to find out who is
the person who is mentioned in the two let-
ters I have read, as being reasonably sus-
pected, that I ask this House to order that
the papers in this matter be laid on the
Table so that I may see what was the re-
sutt of those inquiries, and inform thess
people. I think I am justified in asking for
that. I believe that members of the House
will agree with me that it would be a tra-
vesty of justice if this woman were not
allowed to find out what happened to the
oats that ber hushand was carting at the
time of hiz death and for which she is now
responsible. With the utmost confidenece,
I move the motion standing in my name.

On motion by the Minister for Lands,
debate adjourned.

MOTION—PUBLIC WORKS
STANDING COMMITTEE.

As to Legislation for Appointing.

MRE. MANN (Beverley) [5.16]: 1 move—

That in the opinion of this House the Gov-
ernment should introduce legislation for the
appointment of a Public Works Standing Com-
mittee representative of both Houses of Par-
liament but on whick the nnmber of members
of the Legislative Assembly shall be greater
than the number of members of the Legislative
Couneil, so that no public work to cost more
than £50,000 shall be authorised unless it hasg
first been investigated by such standing com-
mittee,

In placing the motion before the House T
do so in full confidence that members will
accept it. The resson I am prompted to
indulge in that eonfidenee is that during
Address-in-reply debates over a long period
various members have advocated the ap-
pointment of such a committee. This sys-
tem operates in most of the States of Aus-
tralia and also in the Commonwealth
sphere, I feel that if such a committee
funetions here, much good will result in
connection with the expenditure of public
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money. Certainly much benefit would have
acerued in the past had such investigations
been earried ouf.

Briefly, 1 am adopting the principles fol-
lowed in the South Australian legislation.
In that State a Public Works Standing
Committee has operated sinee 1927 and has
proved very satisfactory indeed. The com-
mittee consists of seven persons who are
all private members, no Minister of the
Crown being allowed to he associated with
it. Of those seven members, two are drawn
from the Legislative Council and five from
the House of Assembly. In that State no
Government undertaking, the cost of which
is estimated to exceed £50,000, ean be ap-
proved until the ecommittee has investigated
the proposition. Such a system does not
take away from the Government’s power to
control or to legislate. The committee
makes investigations purely on the guestion
of suitability and the justification for the
expenditure proposed, which leaves the Gov-
ernment still in ful] eontrol.

My, MecLarty: If the commitfee you sug-
gest were appointed, the members would
have a full-time job,

Mr. MANN: Yes, particularly if we take
into consideration the post-war position. We
bave lagged behind for many years in
various directions, and if we are to ad-
vanee we must anticipate the putting in
hand of major operations, quite apart from
undertakings such as the comprehensive
water scheme and other projeets that have
glready been mentioned. TUnder existing
circumstances the first intimation members
sitting on the Opposition side of the House
—possibly it applies also to many who sit
on the Government henches—receive about
sny project is when the Press publishes &
statement from one or other of the Minis-
ters concerned to the effect that a certain
amount of money is to be spent on some
scheme that is outlined. Apart from that
we know nothing until the Loan Estimates
are presented to us and they are found te
include provision for cerfain expenditure
on works thet are mentioned. The whole
thing is wrong,

For a long time the point has been
stressed that Parliament does not control
the finances of Western Australia and that
that contrel is in the hands of Cabinet
- alone. Not even members sitting on the
Government side of the House know the
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facts. We are drifting very definitely into
a systom of bureaueratic government by
under-secretaries of departments who take
charge of operations. That prineiple is
quite wrong. One particolar Minister of
the Crown bhas featured the demoecratie
nature of this House and has condemned
another place hecause he does not regard
it as being demecratic by any means. On
the contrary, I suggest to that Minister
that the Legislative Assembly is a long
way from being a democratic House. If it
were such, the Government would from time
to time aceept a fair percentage of the
amendments that Opposition members move,
which would thereby make for better and
more effective legislation. Yet what do we
find? There is solid opposition to any
amendments that we move, particularly to
financial measures. -

The Minister for Justice:
nicely put!

Mr. MANN: I thank the Minister for his
comment. If the suggestions advanced by
the Opposition were accepted more often,
it would be a sound policy. Take the posi-
tion that exists today! “What aboit the
undertaking at Wundowie?, No-one has the
faintest jdea! Then there is the decision
of the Government to provide a power sta-
tion at South Fremantle. An officer has
gone to England to make the whole of the
requisite purchases. He may be a very
clever, scientific man in his line.

Mr. Thorn: Or he may not be.

Mr. MANN: GSome question as to that
officer’s ability has been rajsed by members
sitting on the Opposmon side of the Housg,
and possibly that is in the mind ‘of gome’
Government members as well. Nevertheless
that officer has been given a free hand to’
go on with the business,

The Minister for Lands: Would you sng-
gest that the committee you propose should
be sent to England to have a look?

Mr. MANN: I do not propose to take dny
notice of the Minister’s interjections at this
stage. To give another instance, as far as
we can understand this State has been com-
mitted to the expenditure of £6,500,000 for
the construction of a broad gauge railway:
I am only going on the Press comments 1
have read; we know nothing more about it
The Government is always most secretive
sbout any big works proposed to be.put in

That is vér_y



632 '

hand. If the expenditure of £6,500,000 is
contemplated, how ean we be sure that Sir
Harold Clapp is right in his ideas? How do
we know whether the work is warranted and
whether the route chosen is the best avail-
able? The public works committee that I
snggest would investigate the proposal. If
such a committee ean funetion with success
in other States and in Canberra as well,
why should it not prove sunecessful in West-
ern Australiat Fifteen years ago, when I
had my first experience of sitting behind a
Government, it was not a very happy one.

- The Premier: Why?

Mr. MANN: I am sorry the Premier was
not a member of this House at that time
or he would appreciate the difference now.

Mr. Watts: He would know what criticism
really was.

The Premier; How do you know?
were not a member then!

Mr. Watts: No, but I ean read.

- Mr. MANN: In those days members sit-
ting tn Opposition were able to advance sug-
gestions regarding various schemes. I have
placed the motion hefore the House as a
test of the Government’s sincerity on the
point of whether the principle involved is
right or wrong. I hope the motion will he
agreed to and sent to the Legislative Council
for its concurrence, because that branch of
the Legislature is to be represented on the
committee. T anticipate that it will be
accepied by the Council.

The Minister for Lands: You bet it will
be!

_Mr. MANN: No matter what the Minister
for Lands may think about it——

The Minister for Lands: We are ruled
by the Counecil quite enough already.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MANN: The Minister should not over-
look the faet that this House will have a
majority on the committee. The suggestion
is that the Legislative Assembly will be repre-
sented by four members and the Legislative
Council by two. Furthermore, those mem-
bers will be representative of all political
parties, not of one only. If the motion is
accepted it will constitute one of the most
democratic moves by Parliament for a lony
time.

" Mr. McLarty: Do you propose that the
eommittee will investigate and inspect®

You
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Mr, MANN: Yes, and the members of
the committee will be paid for their ser-
vices; it will not be an honorary committee.
The idea seems to have gained eurrency that
a Select Committee, if converted into a Royal
Commission, must, in aceordance with the
provisions of the Constitution, be an hon-
orary body. Under present-day conditions
we may f{ravel throughout the State if
attached to a Select Committee and, beyond
the eost of our meals and our beds, we have
to pay all our expenses. The Government
defrays the charges for board and lodging.
That system is definitely wrong.

Mr. Thorn: Only Ministers are worthy of
payment !

Mr. MANN: Apparently that is so.

Hon. J. C. Willeoek: Those eommitteemen
would be aceepting an office of profit under
the Crown.

Mr. MANN: We can amend the Constitu-
tion in that respect

The Minister for Works: Whenever we
like.

The Minister for Lands: Whenever the
Legislative Council likes.

Mr. MANN: Whenever occasion justifies
the eourse, we can amend it.  There are
several directions in which the Constitution
could be amended. We should not have to
stick to the hard and fast rules that have
obtained ever since responsible Government
was granted to the State. The publie works
committee I suggest would not concern itself
with small matters but only with major pro-
Jects involving the expenditure of over
£50,000. It will not be interested in repairs
but in econstruection. Let members consider
the position regarding the Perth Hospital!
When the erection of the new building was
decided upon, if the committee I suggest
had been funetioning it would have investi-
gated the guestion of the site, and I am sure
a much better one would have heen chosen.
Here we have what is probably the most
modern hospital huilding in the Southern
Hemisphere in an environment that is most
unsuitable. The Under Secretary for Health
may have had a vision about it——

The Minister for Lands: He had nothing
to do with it.

Mr. MANN: Was it a matter that Cabi-
net decided?

The Minister for Lands: You give notice
of that question!
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Mr. MANN: Then take the new gaol
site! The Government decided where it
should be, and there arcse considerable
public agitation. Deputations were taken
to the member for Geraldton when he was
Premier.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: That is not so.

Mr. MANN: Then they were taken to
the Minister for Police. The knowledge I
have of the subject was gleaned from the
Press, which has been a marvellous help to
Opposition members in giving us inform-
ation about this end many other matters
of which we would otherwise he unaware.
Had a public works committee been in exist-
ence here, it would have given consider-
ation to the site for the building and ad-
vised the Government accordingly. The
responsibility would, in those circum-
stances, be accepted by Parliament through
the public works committee and not by the
Government alone. It should be remem-
bered that the gaol will remain on the site
selected for 100 years or more, and because
of that the matter should be thoroughly
inquired into before anything definite is
done. The proposed committee will be non-
party, representalive of hoth Houses and
therefore truly demoecratic.

Mr. Watts: And has the Puablic Works

Committee proved successful in South
Australia?
Mr. MANN: Yes. I shall not quote

from the speech of the Minister who in-
troduced the Bill in the House of Assembly
there, but I shall read an extract from the
speech delivered by Sir Henry Parkes when
he moved many years ago Tor the .estab-
lishment of the Public Works Committee
in New South Wales. Tt is as follows:—

It would be an evil day f6r this country if
the time should ever come when any aet of men
wonld relegate to a non-political, irresponsible
board the power of saying where our railways
arc to go. . . . Having collected this inform-
ation in this most solemn and most perfect
manner possible, they report to the House, and
then the House returns to the point where its
action was broken off, and instead of being
asked to work blindfold it votes upon this in-
formation obtained in this patient and author-

ized manmer; it votes with its eyes open to the

real issues of the case.
My, Watts: That is the point, not blind-
fold!

Mr. MANN: Yes. I venture to say that
if we had made a thorough investigation
into many of our works we wenld have
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avoided in many ways a deplorable mesa.
I have brought forward this motion with
the conviction that it will, if passed, prove
to be of great help to the Government, I
mentioned some time ago that I considered
there was not a sufficient number of Min-
isters of the Crown to enable the Govern-
ment to funetion, es a Government, in the
way in whieh it should. If the motion is
passed, the Minister for Works will un-
doubtedly be relieved of portion of his ar-
duous duties. He is overworked at present.
Further, private members would have an
opportunity, indeed a right, to say how
public moneys should be spent. In tumm,
_the public would have more confidence in
Pariiament,

The day is fast approaching in Austra-
lia, and particularly in Western Australia,
when we should put an end to a decided
slur on the political life of Australia. If
we can improve our Parliamentary system
—and this is one way in which we ean im-
prove it—the public will have greater con-
fidence in us and in our legislation. This
is a matter in which the State, not the
Commonweaith, will funetion; and if the
Commonwealth Government should decide
to try to bludgeon the State into accepting
some scheme of its own, it would be the
function of this proposed commitiee to in-
vestigaie the <cheme and report te the
House. The personnel of the committee
would be non-party. T do not think the
time will ever come when we shall get away
from party politics in Australia; but this
motion, if earried, will give the State a
chance to effect improvement in our publie
works generally, not that I am raising any
guestion of dishonesty in .the method in
whieh the money is spent; but the deliber-
ations of the eommittee will be free from the
taint of party polities.

On motion by the Minister for Works, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL—BUILDERS' REGISTRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [5.33] in
moving the second reading said: T remember
hearing someone say in this House once,
“This little Bill is a very little Bill.” 1
have another like it this afternoon; it is the
Bill which 1 am about to move shall be
read a second time. It seeks to amend See-
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tion- 10 of - the Builders' Registration Aect,
which was assented to on the 16th December,
1939, and came into operation in the middle
of the following year, namely, on the lst
May, 1940. At that time the war now about
to conclude had been in progress for some
nine months. On the 9th April, 1940, Nor-
way was invaded by the Germans and
strenuous efforts were being made by both
Commonwealth and State authorities—vigor-
ously responded to by ecitizens—to enlist
members of the varions Forees of the Crown.
Many did enlist, and so concerned were they
to take their part that they paid little atten-
tion to their private business. .

This state of affairs was accentuated in
May, 1940, by the collapse of resistance in
Belgium and Holland, and subsequently—a
few weeks later—by the surrender of the
French Republic. From the point of view of
the men who had engaged in the building
trade and bad either enlisted before the
coming inte operation of the Act or at or
about the time to which I have referred, the
passage of the mecasure at that time, in
view of the way in which it has been sinee
amended, was rather unfortunate. As orig-
inally passed, Section 10 of the Act pro-
vided no limitation to the time within which
a person, who had been engaged as a builder
or supervisor of building for not less than
two years, could make applieation for regis-
tration, Under the parent Aect, as passed,
anyone at any time who could prove that
he had had two years’ experience as a master
builder. or supervisor of building could
apply for registration without the necessity
for taking the examinations since preserihed.
In consequence, even if the people whom 1
have mentioned were away at the war, there
was no need for them greafly to concern
themselves as to their ability to obtain re-
gistration, because provided they could prove,
on the conclusion of what serviee they gave,
that they had been engaged for two years in
the industry as bnilders or supervisors of
buildings they could ask at any time for reg-
istration.

I regret that I must admit having contri-
buted to that misfortune by raising no
protest at the time, because it certainly
escaped my notice, as I believe it must have
eseaped the notice of many other members
of the House. By an amendment passed in
1940 and assented to on the 30th December,
1940, it was provided that the right of the
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person who had been carrying on for two
years prior to the passing of the parent Act
to obtain registration, was limited to a period
of six months after the amendment, so that
prevented applications except by way of
examination after the 30th June, 1941, and
altered—as will be seen—the whole position
which existed under the parent Aet. In con-
sequence, some persons, members of the
Forees since the beginning of the war or for
some less period, have suffered injustice, in
my opinion, because of the fact that they
were engaged on war service, and they have
bad the difficulty put in their way of baving
to pass an examination in order that they
might, on their return, carry on the oceupa-
tion in which they were engaged for the first
prescribed period before they undertook war
service,

As I say, I frankly admit that T lost sight
of this possibility while the amending Bill
was being discussed by the House in 1940.
T do not suggest in any way that the spon-
sors of the measure at that time were in any
other state than mine; that is to say, the
position had not been brought to their notice
by any other member and it is quite possible
—indeed, quite likely—that they were over-
looking it, as I did. I only ask that the posi-
tion should be rectified by the passage of the
measure which I now bring before the House.
[ am not seeking to throw the gate wide open
to all sorts and conditions of people to be
registered as builders. T only seek to place
those persons who have been prevented from
complying with the amending law, or at least
have had it made diffieult for them to do so
because of their war serviee, back in the
position they were in under the original Act,
so that they must prove—as they would have
had to prove under the parent Act—that
they had earricd on as a builder or a saper-
visor for not less than two years, before they
could claim registration.

I am simply seeking to remove, as we have
done in some other measures before the
House, the diffieulties arising becanse of the
hiatus in life which must occur while these
people ate on active service and very often
out of the State or out of the Com-
monwealth. The Bill provides that, in
order to attain the end I have in view,
anyone who has been a member of the
Defence Forees of the Commonwealth
during the war shall be able to apply for and
receive registration, provided he otherwise
complies with paragraph (h) of Subsection
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(1) of Seetion 10, and makes that applica-
tion within nine months of the end of the
war, or of the date of his discharge. I would
have been satisfied in the ordinary way to
say “within pine months of the end of the
war,” but we are aware that certain members
of the Forees will be retained as oceupational
troops; we do not know for how long, and
the date of their discharge will necessarily
have to be postponed. Therefore, as soon as
the man is discharged from the Forees, within
nine months of that date, if this Bill becomes
an Act, after he has satisfied the Builders’
Registration Board that he was engaged as
a builder or sapervisor of building for two
years before the passing of the parent Aet,
he will be entitled, as he would have been
if the parent Act had never been amended,
to ask for registration as a builder. I wish
to make that perfectly clear.

No person can obtain registration nnder
this Bill, if it becomes an Act, unless he can
establish that period of two years’ service
as a builder or supervisor of building. The
measure merely seeks, then, to place mem-
bers of the Forces who, through no fault of
their own, and, indeed, because of their ser-
vice to the community—which we at all times
have praised and glorified so highly—may
have been prevenfed from accepting the
benefits of the parent Act by being deprived
of their opportunity, in the position they
wonld have been under the parent Aet. I
would say in conclusion that T am aware of
two instances where the eircumstances are
exactly as I have stated. These men are both
now approximately 40 years of age, but they
have had many years of experience in the
building irade, having heen in charge' of
building work, and they wil be prevented
from obtaining registration without passing
an examination at that sge unless this Bill
is passed.

I have no doubt that there are many others
in a similar position. It is hardly to be
expected, in view of the vast number who
have been called into the Forces for service
of one kind or another, that that state of
affairs will not exist. I therefore submit the
measure to the Hounse. It is by no means
controversial in cbaraeter; and, as I have
said, T have no desire—in fact, quite the
contrary—to criticise the sponmsors of the
Act or of the original amendment of the
Aet. It would ill become me to do so, be-
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cause I agreed with the first ahd made no
objection to the second. I move— -

That the Biil be now read a second time.

On motion by the Minister for Works,
debate adjourned.

new

MOTION—SOLDIER SETTLEMENT.
As to Proposed Legislation.

Debate resumed from the 5th September
on the following motion by Mr. Thorn:—
That in view of the facts—

(a) That a large number of membere of
the Forces have been discharged and
are coutinually making enquiries as
to land settlement conditions;

(b) That particulars of such conditions
cannot yet be given to them not-
withstanding that some of the en-
quirera have becn discharged for
nearly three years—

thizs House views with alarm the failure of the
responsible authorities te put into effeet
schemes applicable to sueh settlement, and ealls
for an immediate announcement that necessary
legislation will be placed before the House this
session 8o that there will be ne prospect of
such delay and risk of failure zs wiil be
likely if the announcement is deferred until
the appreach of the time when the bulk of
the members of the Fighting Forces will be
secking repatriation.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
A. H. Panton-—Leederville) [5.45]: If mem-
bers will read the motion carefully I think
they will find that the erux of it lies in these
words—

This House views with alarm the failure of

the responsible authorities to put into effeet
schempes applicable to sueh settlement and.

I trust that by the time I have finished my
remarks the mover of the motion will see
good reason for striking out those words.
Before proceeding I should like to thank
the hon. member for the very kind way in
which he referred to my ¢ollesgue, the Pre-
mier, when in his eapacity of Minister for
Lands, and to his departmental heads. He
paid a warm and well-deserved tribute to
them.  There is no doubt that both the
Premier and Mr. Fyfe, and those associated
with them, have gone a long way towards
preparing for soldier settlement irrespective
of whether there was legislation available at
the moment. I interjected when the hon.
member was speaking that T had been set
a very high standard to follow, and I am
finding that out more and more every day.
I also agree that the hon. member may have
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doubted and been somewhat worried concern-
ing the want of action on the part of the
Commonwealth Government,

. Mr. Thorn: That is what I was referring
to.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am not
called upon to make any apology for the
Commonwealth Government. My experience
of it is that it is well able to handle these
things for itself,

Mr. Watts: Then why does it not handle
them?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
not here to answer that question. I would
say in justice to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment that we have to admit there has been
a war. Up till quite recently that Govern-
ment concentrated on winning the war, and
practically everything has been subordinated
to that objective. I cannot be expected to
have to apologise for the Commonwesalth
Government. The member for Toodyay may
have been worried as to whether the Com-
monwealth Government was moving in this
particular matter or not, and he may have
been somewhat disheartened by the results.
I point out, however, that the depariment
headed by the Premier at that time did not
even wait for the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to move. It was obvious that both the
Commonwealth Government and the State
Government were prepared only to move
slowly in view of the disastrous effect of
two of our land settlement schemes in the
past. We cannot blame them too much for
that.

The State Government, through the appro-
priate Minister and his officers did, how-
ever, take the initiative without waiting for
the Commonwealth Government. They anti-
cipated what they believed would be the
final decision of that Government. I venture
to say that had they not done this the mem-
ber for Toodyay would have had more rea-
son for complaint than he has had up to
date. I have no intention of going into the
details of al! that has been done. That would
take & long time fo do and is not necessary
at this juncture. It may interest members
to know that classifieations and other data
are being cbtained in the case of 1,200 pri-
vate rural holdings comprising an area of
nearly 3,000,000 aeres. That is a fair amount
of holding to get busy on for a staxt. TItis
the first and most important step towards
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the re-purchase or resumption of areas for
soldier settlement. Steady progress is being
made in the reconditioning of 600 reverted
Rural Bank holdings.

It is very difficult to obtain manpower and
machinery, even now, and was particularly
difficult during the war. Nevertheless, steady
progress has been made in the reconditioning
of those bank holdings. In addition, the
State Government, without waiting for any
finalisation of the Federal scheme, approved
of the spending of £100,000 for the purchase
of land and another £20,000 for recondition-
ing purposes. Admittedly the work has been
slow owing to the lack of manpower and
machinery.

Mr. Doney: Are any of those reecondi-
tioned farms so far ahead that they could
be entercd upon now?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I will
come to that in a moment. The hon. mem-
ber should not try to anficipate things. Tt
should be admitted by all, especially by mem-
bers opposite, because they have had long
experience of land settlement generally, that
the old method of pulling down trees or
chopping them down, dJdragging them to-
gether and burning them is ont-of-date.

Mr. Thorn: It is a bit behind the times.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is a
long way hehind the times. If it becomes
neeessary lo elear land or re-elear it because
it is overgrown, we must do that with up-
to-date machinery, with traectors, hull-dozers
and the like if they are available. All the
machinery required has, unfortunately, not
been available because it has heefl used else-
where in the construction of aerodromes, air
strips, and other undertakings engaged in
by the Allied Works Couneil or the Com-
monwealth Civil Construction Corps during
the war period. Such machinery is now be-
ing made available slowly.

After many months of effort through the
appropriate  Commonwealth and  State
authaorities, by means of advertisements in
the Press and every other means available
to the State Government and the depart-
ment concerned, we now have three tractors
on the spot. They have hern obtained on
hire, and parties are now at work reeondi-
tioning farming areas. Hardly a day or a
week goes by but we are in communication
with someone somewhere with the object of
seeuring the requizite machinery to aeceler-
ate the job. We have even sent a man to
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Darwin to find out what he could there with
regard to bull-dozers. We know that it is
sometimnes possible to find a bull-dozer laid
up somewhere that no one seems to know
anything about and is not being put to any
use.

Mr. Owen: What about Alice Springs?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
not heard of any bull-dozers being lost
there. As 1 have stated, the Government
sent a man to Darwin to comb the district
and ascertain what machinery was available
there. The Land Purchase Board is aciively
engaged on the investigations and recom-
mendations for the purchase of private pro-
perties for ex-servicemen. I point dut that
professional men and expert officers are
very diffieult to obfain, almost as difficult
to obfain as axe-men. Under arrangements
made, pending the appointment of g staff of
valuers, a staff has to be got out of the
Army. It is really weonderful to find the
various types of men who have got into the
Army, Meanwhile officers of the Rural
Bank, the Valnation Branch of the Taxation
Department, and the Inspection Branch of
the Department of Lands and Surveys, are
carrying out instructions for the inspection
and valuation of a wide range of properties.
Classifieations have been made for praecti-
cally all Crown land in areas considered
suitable for farming.

We do not want to make the same mis-
takes that were made on two other oeea-
sions so far as land settlement is concerned.
We have 500 farming units already defined
on plans. We are now making every efforti
to obtain the release of experts who are re-
quired for the work of the department of
Lands and Surveys in connection with the
scttlement of ex-servicemen on the land. In
this Chamber the member for Pingelly gave
us some examples of the diffienlty he ex-
perienced in getting men out of the Army.
Just as individuals have found that difficuli
so have Governments. We are doing all we
con to get these men released. Meanwhile
it is interesting to note that the Wyndham
Meat Works staff has moved from the build-
ing that was occupied by that department,
so that it will be available to provide the
additional floor space that will be needed
for the increased staff of the Lands Depart-
ment. We are now cleaning out and getiing
ready that suite of offices in order to starb
off with the staff that will be required to
deal with Mr. Fyfe's work,
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My. Thorn: That is & good move.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Thd
Public Works Department is pushing on
with the work so that it may be completed
as quickly as possible.

Mr. Thorn: You will have all the officers
together then.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mr.
Fyfe told me this morning that as soon as
the men and machinery were available he
apticipates utilising at least 1,000 men on
the work of getting these farms ready. Soms
evidence of the action that has been taken
by the State without waiting for the Com-
monwealth Government is found in the fact
that printed questionnaires have been ob-
tained from G600 members of the Forees and
cx-servicemen. AMr. Fyfe sent oot a large
number of questionnaires. The member for
Toodyay quoted between 1,500 and 2,000 as
representing the number of applicants.

Mr. Thorn: That included inquiries at the
R.8.L. office.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is not
much use for men to make inquiries unless
they go to the right place. One can under-
stand men inguiring at the R.8.L. office or
even at the Lands Department and walking
away without doing anything. We have had
allogether 842 inquiries from members of
the Forces and cx-servicemen. Question-
naires were sent out to the men to fill in
ready for cxamination. Members will ad-
mit that those who are chosen for the work
must be suitable and must know what they
are going into. These questionnaires are
being returned and classified. Already we
have had 600 of them baek. It is interest-
ing to note what different classifications
these replies fall into. The following table
will give the full particnlars:—

Types of Farming Desired.

No. of
Applications.

Sheep and wheat 252

Dairying -- .. 100

Poultry . 22

. RS ¢ Temperate 12

Fruit growing ! TroPmnl 5

Tobaceo growing 1

Market gardenlng . . 8

Piggeries . .- - 3

Cattle 6

Pastoral Sheep 10
Other types of farmlng (mc]ud-

ing ‘‘mixed’’ 149) . 188

The table I have just quoted shows the
diversity of land settlement that the men
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who are coming back are anxious to en-
gage in. Those 600 applications are now
being classified. The board has been ap-
pointed and is simply waiting for the O.K.
from the Public Service Commissioner. It
will then immediately be calling these men
up and will interview them and interrogafe
them to find out whether or not they are
suitable.

I have vivid recollections of vocational
training after the last war. In 1919 motor-
cars were not as common as they are now
and, for some unknown reason, nearly all
the soldiers going in for vocational training
wanted to become motor mechanics. Finally
a vocational training committee wus set up
and Mr. Kenneally, the present Chairman
of the Lotteries Commission, was detailed
to find out what work the men were suitable
for. It did not take Mr. Kenneally very
long to prove to them that they were better
fitted to become bricklayers, plasterers,
stonemasons and so o than to become motor
mechanics. With regard to the 600 from
whom we have received back the question-
naires, no donbt many will have high opin-
ions of themselves. :

The Premier: Do you know the actual
number alrcady discharged?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, but
out of that 600, no doubt a lot will be found
to be unsuitable, either physically or men-
tally—

Mr, Seward: Is it just one authority that
will examine them all, or are there to be
local committees?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: These
are the applications which have come in to
the central office——o

Mr. Thorn: When the board is set np I
take it it will move from town to town to
examine the men?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
so. When the member for Toodyay quoted
1,500 or 2,000 he rather startled me, be-
cause I have heen in continual consultation
with Mr, Fyfe on this guestion, and I am
pleased to say there are only 842. These
men will be started off on this board and
the question of guitability will he dealt with.

Mr. Abboit: Is it the intention that the
board ehall deal with men from other
States?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I think
we will deal with our own first. If there are
842 men who want to go on the land, let
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themn get settled first, and when there are
no Western Australians wanting to go on
the land we can deal with others. I am
heing bombarded at the present time with
inquiries from Imperial soldiers. I do not
think anybody would want us to overlook
Western Australians and deal with men
from outside the State. My colleague has
used every effori—by whipping up and eajol-
ing—to get some imovement from ‘the
Commonwealth Government, but, as I have
already said, there is probably a logical
argument why the Commonwealth authori-
ties have not moved faster than they bave.
They have moved now, and we will have
the legislation hefore us this session.

I will deal next with the question raised
by the hon. member regarding freehold
versus leasehold. In the case of those who
have the money, £500, £750 or £1,000, and
who want a freehold block, under the re-
patriation and rehabilitation secheme there
is nothing to prevent those men, in their
own distriets or whatever distriet they
desire, being backed by the Commonwealth
Government to the extent of £1,000. The
other scheme is certainly leasehold, for the
moment. '

Mr. MeLarty: A Dblock could not be
bought for £1,000.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No-one
gaid that it could, but the hon, mem-
ber suzgested that men with £300, £750 or
£1,000 might want to get blocks in their
own distriets, and he seemed to imply that
this scheme would prevent them from doing
so. Under the rehabilitation and repatri-
ation scheme they can do that.

The Premier: If they want to select the
farm for themselves they cannot do it
within the schemwe. They are financed un-
der the Repafyiation and Rehabilitation
Act

Mr. Thorn: It wonld give the Rural Bank
an opportunity to come in behind them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
so. Considerable debate could take place
regarding leasehold and frechold. I remem-
ber when the Scaddan Government iniro-
duced its leaschold scheme in 1911, and
the scheme for workers' homes. 1 thousht
that everybody would like a block of lis
own. I took up a leasehold hlock because
T did not have sufficient money to buy a
black of land, and in the area whrre I
rezide there were 42 houses huilt an lease-
hold blocks.
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The Premier: They are still leasebold.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, I

paid for mine because, when [ accepted an

office of profit under the Crown, I had to
buy the house. The other 41 are still lease-
hold.

Mr., Thorn: I bet you are glad that
You own your howme.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
lived in it for many years now, and I hope
to die in it. T do not wish to enter into a
discussion on leasehold versus freehold,
but there is a lot to be said in favour of
perpetual leasehold.

Mr. Doney: And plenty to be said against
it. .

The MINISTEE FOR LANDS: That is
s0, but, as I have said, it is open to debate.
If & large number of our people who have
gone on the land in the last few years had
perpetual leases, there would not have
been balf as much trouble as there has been
by reason of their getfing intv debt.

Mr. Doney: I believe you are right.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
not the argument at the moment. Those
people who have the money and who desive
to pay for a block can do so and ean get
up to £1.000 from the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, and, as the hon. member said,
they will no doubt be assisted later by the
Rural Bank, if necessary. The scheme
under the Commonwealih Government at
the moment is for perpetual leases. If a
man is going on the land to make a home
for himself i1t does not matter whether the
land is freehold or leasehold. That ques-
tion only comes into it when he wishes to
speculate.

Mr. Thorn: Are the values of the pro-
perties to be re-appraised?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. We
can disecuss that when legislation comes
down. I think the member for Nedlands
raoved an amendment to make conversion to
freehold possible.

Mr. Seward: If ill-health overtakes a
farmer and he wants to realise, it is a dif-
ferent matter then whether it is leasghold
or freehold.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He ean
realise on what he owns on the farm. That
question can be dealt with at another time.
I do not think this scheme will stop one
soldier who wants to do so from going on

“the land.
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It will give returned soldiers,
who have not £750 or £1,000, an opportun-
ity to go on the land, just as we, who had
not £150 to buy a block of land, got
workers' homes for £1 deposit. There were
hundreds of men who would never have
had homes, except under the workers’
homes scheme, because they had not the
money to buy a block of land and then pay
a deposit of from 10 per cent. to 25 per
cent. to have & home built., This will give
men under the perpetual lease scheme the
opportunity to get farms. They will not
all have the money
Mr. Perkins: How much unimproved
value— '

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member is trying to get me on to the single
tax argument.

Mr. SPEAKER: The
%ddress the Chair.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The in-
quiry put by the hon. member was very mild,
and I have already thanked him for the
tribute he has paid, but I again suggest that
if the words “This House views with alarm
the failure of the responsible anthorities to
pui into effect schemes applicable to such
settlement and” were deleted, there is nothing
wrong with the motion. Otherwise I think
that, with those words there, it suggests that
there is no scheme put up. Though we have
possibly not gone as far as we could, we will
go further as soon as we have the men and
the material to do the job. As soon as the
legislation is ready—it will be in this session
—the scheme will be implemented, and in
the meantime the men are not being kept
back, because they have vet to return and
to be selected. I am not optimistic that the
600 who have already received the question-
naire will all be sunitable, and those who are
still to come back muost be given the oppor-
tunity to come under this scheme, so I sug-
gest that if the hon. member deletes those
words, or if, after the debate is ended, he
withdraws the motion—

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the Minister moving
for the deletion of the words?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, but
I think before the debate is finished the hon.
member himself will either withdraw the
motion, having had the debate, or having
found out what has been done delete those
words,

Minister must
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MBRB. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [613]): I
cannot agree with the Minister about with-
drawing the words that he suggests be with-
drawn: “This House views with alarm the
failore of the responsible anthorities to put
into effect schemes applicable to such set-
tlement and.” I think the words are clear
and mean exactly what they say. The mover
of the motion paid fribute, in his remarks, to
the State Government, for the action it had
taken in endeavouring to implement or put
into operation the first part of the machinery
that will be neeessary for soldier settlement.
As one who has had rather close contact
with the officers concerned in this eonnection,
I endorse what was said. I think those re-
marks—at least from that aspeet—exoner-
ate the State Government and the officers
who have been appointed to get a scheme
going. There are other aspects of course, in
which the State Government may be culpable
and responsible for some delay, or for the-
delay that occurred in bringing into effeet
a substantial. agreement which would enable
a scheme to be implemented—

The Premier: We are certainly not blame-
warthy for that.

Mr, LESLIE: I think the Premier and
his colleagues have heen endeavouring fo
safeguard the State, to the boest of their
ability, and, hecause of that, delay may
have arisen in reaching agreement.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. LESLIE: I was saying that if a
charge of cnlpability eonld lie against the
State Government, it is on account of the
delay in reaching an agreement with the
Commonwealth Government for a soldicr
settlement scheme. There might be a rea-
sonable excuse for that, and 1 believe that
the Premier, who at the time was Minister
for Lands, was coneerned to safeguard the
interests of the State as well as the interests
of the soldiers. It has been offered as an
excuse that such a big scheme eould not he
hurried, and that it would he unfair to al-
low men already discharged from the Ser-
viees to benefit from the implementation of
a seheme of which men returning later could
not take immediate advantage owing to their
absence. That excuse was put forward hy
two Conmonwealth offieers who, 1 believe,
are making the preparations for the coldier
settlement secheme. While there might he
merit in the excuse, there is no justification
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for its being advanced as a reason for nct
reaching finality and not informing the sel-
diers what it is proposed.the scheme shal!
include,

I commend the Government for having
appointed Mr. Fyfe as Director of Land
Settlement. Incidentally, I note that he i-
Director of Land Settlement and not mercly
of soldier land settlement. As a result of
conferences held with him, I have found
that Mr. Fyfe, on being appointed, lost no
time in preparing to shape the machinery
that he believed would be necessary for any
scheme that might be brought into opera-
tion, and T know that he has been literally
champing on the bit to get started, but un-
fortunately his endeavours have been
largely cireomnseribed by the lack of definite
information on which to work. The Minix-
ter for Lands, in addressing himself fo the
motion, referred to the number of appliea-
tions received by Mr. Fyfe from ex-servico-
men. The number is large, but I do not
think it truly reflects the full number of
those interested in the seheme.

The Premier: That figure was not of ex-
servieemen but of servieemen,

Mr, LESLTE: That would include cx-
servicemen,

The Premier: There is quite a big differ-
ence,

AMr. LESLIE: Yes, but I am putting the
two together because presently they will be
all ex-servicemen,

The Premicr: A majority of them are in
the Forees.

AMr. LESLIE: Then I am afraid that the
Premiecr's remark rather confirms what T am
about to say. We at Anzac House have
not heen able to get a record of the num-
ber of inquiries received from men who
have already been discharged, but the num-
ber is enormouns. Many of those men made
inquiries and then did nothing moere about
it. Quite a lot of them must have bheen
+ineerely interested and, in my opinion, they
lost interest because, when they made in-
quiries, we were not in a position to give
them any information whatsoever. T am
now referring to the time previous to the
recent Premiers' Conference. 'We had noth-
ing whatzoever to go on; wec had not the
slightest idea what any soldier settlement
secheme would inelude, T helieve that a lof
of potential settlers have bheen lost to u:
simply hecanse the desired information was
not available. When Mr. Fyfe was ap-
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pointed, we were able to refer quite a num-
ber of men to him, but when we informed
them that he could tell them no more than
we could, and that all they could do would
be to fill in a form and have their applica-
tions recorded, they lost heart. The Pre-
mier, sinee his return from the Eastern
States, has made a statement through the
Press about the proposed scheme, but that
statement, I point out, is general. It is
merely an outline of a scheme and is not
specific. Where specific points have been in-
dicated, some of them have given cause for
<onsiderable concern and dissatisfaction and
even some discouragement.

I wish to deal with a comment I have
heard made, and somechow I feel that the
Premier is inelined to the opinion incor-
porated in that eomment. The comment was
that there is a limitation to the settlement
and development of land. While I admit,
that the Premier, by virtue of the position
he held in the Lands Qffice and his relation-
ship with the Commonwealth Department
concerned, might have a wider knowledge of
international ramifications than I have, I
think he must agree with me that we do not
produce and never have produced sufficient
food in the world to feed the people of the
world. T have said this before, and I will
keep on saying it until we are able to eduecate
more of the people of the world to the truth
of that statement. We in Western Australia
have had people unable to buy a loaf of
kread and even starving at a time when the
bins were full of wheat.

Mr. Watis: And all the pigs in Australia
would be sufficient to feed the people of
Britain for only three days.

Mr. LESLIE: Exactly. There has been
no over-production of food. There is noth-
ing wrong with the produetion side. Really.
we have not produced enough. While peopln
here and in other countries were starving,
we had sofficient foodstuffs to provide for
them, but hecanse Governments counld not
agree amongst themselves that state of
affairs was allewed to continne. It is the
system of distribution of foodstuffs that is
wrong. Australia in the past has faced a
difficulty in obtaining markets for its pro-
ducts and this for one reason only; we
have not heen able to gnarantee the main-
tenance of a supply of our products on the
markets. That has been the weakness, not
over-production. It has been under-produc-
tion. Nobody will commit himself te pur-
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chasing our goods unless we can guarantee
that a full supply will be forthcoming as
required. I hope there will be no limita-
tion of land settlement as a result of the
erroneous idea that there is a limitation in
the absorptive eapacity for foodstuffs of
the people of the world.

As early as 1941, when the urgeney of
the land settlement qunestion was realised
by members of the R.S.L. Land Commit-
tec and executive, they set about bringing
pressure to bear on the Governments and
authoritics concerned to make known their
intentions regarding land settlement for ex-
servicemen in the post-war period. In 1942
the members of the Western Australian
Land Committee of the State Executive pre-
pared the outline of & soldier land settle-
ment scheme which was submitted to the
Federa] Executive and Federal Congress of
the R.5.L. and adopted by them as the basis
of the scheme. It was aceepted as being
ideal. The scheme was submitted to the
Rural Reconstruetion Commission and, if I
read that Commission’s report eorrectly,
very largely endorsed by it. Certainly, the
scheme was criticised but more because of
what it omitted than for what it contained.
As early as that, efforts were made by the
R.S.L. not only in Western Australia hut
threughout the Commonwealth to induce the
Governments of the various States to do
something definite with regard to soldier
land scttlement. The Minister for Lands,
during his remarks on this motion, said that
the Commonwealth Government was busy
concentrating upon winning the war.

The New Zealand Government has also
been busy coneentrating upon winning the
war, but that did not stop that Government
from bringing down legislation and putting
into effect a soldier land settlement scheme;
and, notwithstanding that the Act was only
passed in 1943, up till June, 1944, 955 ex-
servicemen had heen placed on farms of
their own, with rehabilitation finance to
the extent of £3,195,847. That effort was
made by New Zcaland while it also was con-
centrating upon winning the war. I do not
think we ean say that New Zealand is any
less patriotic than we are heeause of the
fact that it put into effect a soldier land
settlement scheme during that time. Up to
the same date, namely, the 30th June, 1944,
3,418 servicemen had been graded with =z
view to settlement. Up to the same date,
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133,089 acres had been aequired by the
Crown under the Small Farms Aet, 1932,
for the future seftlement of ex-servicemen.
In addition, and also up to the same date,
124 properties had been sequired by the
Crown under the Service Men's Settlement
and Land Sales Aet, 1943, these properties
being capable of subdivision into 179 units
of settlement.

That is an effort of which the New Zea-
land Government may justly be proud. It
is a definite achievement. Not only has the
New Zealand Government done something,
but it has done it along good sound lines.
The New Zealand scheme eontsins most of
the provisions which we consider should be
included in a soldier land settlement scheme
for Western Australia, In a communica-
tion which I have—it is from the New Zea-
land Returned Services Association—it is
stated that, in its approach to the task of
settling the servicemen on the land, the Re-
habilitation Board had the benefit of the
experience gained from the operations of
the Discharged Soldiers’ Settlement Aect,
1915; and in framing its policy it has en-
deavoured, as far as possible, to avoid the
pitfalls of the past. The report states—

With a return to peate conditions, it seems

reasonable to assume that New Zealand will
have to face keen competition in the world’a
primary produce markets and that, in time,
prices will recede to lower levels.
No mention is made in New Zealand of
restricting its production; rather is New
Zealand endeavouring to base its produe-
tion on a system which will enable it to
compete in the world’s markets.

Mr. Seward: There is a dissimilarity be-
tween New Zealand’s scheme and ours,

Mr. LESLIE: Yes, and there is no rea-
son why the general principles of the
scheme should not be applied here in Aus-
tralia. The report continues—

The board has, in consequence of the above
observations, decided that the qualifications of
every applicant should be subjected to the
closest serutiny, and that applicants should be
classified according to their ability. They
provide for four grades:—

Grade A.—Fully experienced.

Grade B.—Partially experienced.

Grade C.—Totally inexperienced.

Grade D.—Unsuitable.

The grading of applicants is the responsi-
Lility of special eommittees, 55 of which are
now operating through New Zealand eand each
of which comprises three members, a private
farmer ag chairman (wherever possible a re-
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turned serviceman of this or the last war) to-
gether with representatives of the Lands and
Survey Department and the State Advances
Corporation,

I ask members to note that 55 of these
committees are already in operation, or
were so at the date of this report, 194.
They were grading and classifying the men.
We have a classification ecommittee in West-
ern Australia which is anxious to funetion;
they bave the men to work on, but unfor-
tunately have nothing to guide them. The
report continnes—

In Australia, after the last war, an attempt
was made to ensure that each returned msn
applying for land was a fully qualified farmer.
and to that end qualification committees were
get up to decide the merits of each individual
for farm ownership. = However, the general
pressure exercised by public opinion and or-
ganisations for rapid settiement of the men
was such that those attempts were largely in-
validated. The committees, faced with thous-
ands of applications which were backed by
popular opinion that there was no reason for
keeping men off the land and that farming was
an oceupation requiring little training and
only a modicum of intelligence, were forced
to acecept the poorest of documentary evidence
of qualifications. The above observations are
not made lightly, but are the conclusions
reached by the Australian Rural Reconstrue-
tion Committee in its report dated 18th Janu-
ary, 1944,

Members will note that while our neigh-
bour New Zecaland has profited—and pro-
fited immediately—from the very valuable
report, which was prepared after taking
exhaustive evidence, of the Pural Recon-
struetion Commission in Australia, we in
Australia are still waiting for some of the
provisions of that report to be put into
effect, The New Zealand communication
goes on to deal with what is being done in
the matter of training ex-servicemen, the
rates of wages to be paid to servicemen
while they are undergoing training—some-
thing that we know nothing of yet in Aus-
tralia—and the encouragement which is of-
fered to farmers to employ ex-servicemen
as trainees, in order to fit them to hecome
qualified farmers—still another phase of
soldier land settlement that we know noth-
ing of in Australia. It also goes on to
diseuss the method by which land settle-
ment is effected. I propose to make some
remarks on some of the provisions that
have been broadly outlined and that might
be included in & scheme or agreement which
the Premier has stated has been reached
between the Commonwealth and the States.
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I feel the House will be interested in these
items and I quote them from this report.
What I am about to discuss concerns the
provision of finanee to purchase a single
unit farm. I am partienlarly interested in
the single unit farms because unfortunately
we already face tragedy in connection with
men who, impatient at the delay, have
already undertaken, in the purchase of farms,
commitments whiech are going to end in
nothing less than tragedy. I know of men
who have already assumed farms in the be-
lief that they would become assisted soldier
settlers; but according to the information
now available to us as a result of the Pre-
mier’s statement, it would appear that they
are to be excluded from the soldiers’ settle-
ment scheme, Certainly a measure of finan-
cial assistance would be available to them, as
mentioned by the Minister for Lands, under
the Rchabilitation and Re-establishment Aet,
but & measure of finance so utierly inade-
quate as to be almost an insuit to offer. This
is what is reported with regard to the single
unit farm in New Zealand:—

For the purpose of the rchabilitation land
settlement scheme a single unit farm haas been
defined as any farm which when_fully developed
will not be ecapable of further subdivision into
economic units, Single unit farms in private
" ownership are being offered for sale from time
to time and the holder of an ‘“A’* grade cer-
tifieate may obtain an option over any one of
these and apply to the Rehabilitation Loans
Committee (through the branch manager of the
State Advances Corporation) for finamee to
purchase the land and to stock and equip it.
The general farm loan limit is £5,000, includ-
ing stock and chattels, but in the case of an
economic sheep farm this is increased to £6,250;
also ineclusive of stock and chattels. If the
applicant has private finance and is a grade
f¢A’? gheep farmer, the board will find 50 per
cent. of any finanee required for establishment
in excess of £6,250 but the concession rates of
interest referred to later do not apply to any
advances in excess of the normal limit.

So, whereas New Zealand has seen fit to
provide £6,230 for a sheep farm, and to go
beyond that where the soldier has some pri-
vate finance, similar conditions are not avail-
able in any shape or form to an intending
settler under similar circumstances in West-
ern Australia. The only assistance he can
get is a loan of £1,000 under the Rehabilita-
tion and Re-establishment Aet. When the
Commonwealth officers were here a little
while age, we had & discussion with them and
I found that while the Rehabilitation and
Re-establishment Act had been proclaimed,
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the seetion applying to loans of £1,000 to
farmers was nof in operation. I do not
know whether it is in operation mow; bnt
very definitely it was picked out of the Aet
and its operation was delayed for some
reason or other. Here is some forther in-
formation about the position in New Zea-
land, under the heading of “Establishment
on gingle unit properties acquired under See-
tion 51 of the Servicemen’s Settlement and
Land Sales Act, 1943"—

The main purpose of the Servicemen’s Settle-
ment and Land Sales Act iz to provide for the
control of sales and leases of land in order to
faejlitate the settlement of ex-service men and
to prevent undue increases in the price of land,
the undu¢ aggregation of land and 'its use for
speculative or uneconomic purposes, However,
an incidental provision is that if any property
the subject of an application to a land sales
committee, for consent to transfer is considered
to be suitable or ndaptable for the settlement
of an ex-Serviceman or two or mere ex-ser-
vicemen and the vendor is not serving outside
New Zealand in any of His Majesty’s Forces
or in any Britiah ship, the Crown may take
steps to exclude the proposed purchaser from
the transaction and to itseif acquire the pro-
perty for rehabilitntion purposes.

This iz something for which we have been
fighting for the last fonr years—the protee-
tion of properties in the interests of ex-
Servicemen from the speculative purchaser.
New Zealand has scen fit to take action alonp
the right lines, and that was done while the
Dominion was concentrating on winning the
war. Unfortunately, we have done nothing.

The Minister for Lands: Where did yon
get that idea from?

Mr. LESLIE: It is not possible to stop
a man selling land today to any speculative
buyer.

The Minister for Lands: Is that so®

Mr. LESLIE: We have asked for it to
be dene.

The Minister for Lands: Yon should have
another think.

Mr. Doney: Is not that so?

Mr. SPEAKER: T think the hon. member
is getting away from the motion now.

Mr. LESLIE: The implementation of this
land settlement plan is wrapped up in this
question beeause until we are able to acquire
land we cannot have land settlement. It
seems to me that the scheme has not been
commenced on the right lines. We still have
not the power, and I do not know of any
Act—
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The Mirister for Lands: There are a lot
of things you do not know!

Mr. LESLIE: —which enables us fo
acquire land, unless the National Security
Regulations have recently permitted the
Crown to do something in that connection.
I know, however, that for the last two years
we have had brought to cur notice the faet
that suitable land for soldier scttlement has
heen on the market, but we had been un-
able to do anything up to a couple of months
ago—sinee then we have given up hope—
to stop a sale. There has been no provision
to do it. In the New Zealand Act there is
a provisien similar to that which is evidently
to be contained in a soldier settlement scheme
for Australia, or at least for Western Aus-
tralia. Here are the particulars about that
provision—

Gstablishment on blocks acquired by the

Crown for subdivision.

The Lands and Survey Department acting
on behalf of the Rehabilitation Board is pur-
chasing a number of large blocks suitable for
subdivision and is proceeding with their de-
velopment in readiness for the settlement of
eX-Service men.

In this connection our State Government, I
must concede, has acted, and I commend it
for the part it has played. This information
continues—

‘When ready for settlement the sub-divisions
of the blocks are offered for selection by
cligible and qualified ex-Service men on the
leaschold tenure. Particulars of any offerings
are advertised and also brought to the notice
of eligible grade ‘‘A’’ ex-Service men by
district rehabilitation officera.

Mention has been made of the finance avail-
able through the State Advances Corporation
for the purchase of single unit properties and
the method of securing the value of the im-
provements on the Crown lease-holds selected
by ex-S8ervice men. The rates of interest
charged are—

(a) Mortgages seeuring the amount ad-
vanced for the purchase of a single unit or
the value of improvements on a Crown lease
—two per cent. for the first year; three per
cent. thereafter.

(b) Stock and chattels—two per cent. for
the firgt year; thereafter four per cent.

I do not want to enter into any argument
about the interest charges. I mention them
at this stage in order to stress the point 1
am trying to make which is that New Zealand
has done something. We have not the
faintest idea what the interest charges are
likely to be in connection with our land set-
tlement scheme. As I have previously stated,
and now emphasise, we are entirely in the
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dark and any ex-serviceman desirous of go-
ing on the land finds that he ean gel ne
definite information at all. I have already
pointed out that there will be tragedies be-
cause of men purehasing properties and
assuming obligations they are likely to he
unable to meet. There is another case with
which New Zealand has dealt and one for
which no similar provision has yet been made
in Western Australia. This report states—

There are many instances where men, not
coming within the categories previously men-
tioned as eligible for immediate settlement,—
That is, literally, new settlement
—have a just ¢laim for assistance and their
cases are dealt with on their merits. As an
example, some farmers were forced to dispose
of their properties when called to the Forces
and it is only fair and reasonable that they
should be re-established with the help of the
Rehabilitation Board@ on properties of their
own.

Then it gives the procedure necessary in all
cases. It is as follows:—

Many ex-Servicemen appear {0 be in some
doubt as to the correet procedure to be fol-
lowed in pursuing their elaims for settlement.
For their guidance and help, rehabilitation
officers and loeal rehabilitation committees
have heen appointed throughout New Zealand
and the first approach should be to the nearest
rehabilitation officer or the secretary of the
local committee, Either of these officers will
take all the necessary steps to have the appli-
cant’s eligibility and qualifications for farm
settlement determined. Until these two salient
pointe have been decided in favour of the
applieant, he will not be considered for in-
clusion in any ballot for land offered for selee-
tion by ex-Servicemen, nor will a loan appli-
cation to purchase a single-unit area be
accepted.

None of these things applies in Western
Australia where we, no more than New Zea-
land, have concenirated on winning the war.
Some men desire to return to their farms,
having given them up in order to enter the
Forces. I do not think I am revealing any
confidence when I say that I have discussed
this question with Mr. Bosisto, of the Rural
and Industries Bank. Mr. Bosisto is anxious
to render all the assistance possible, and to
do what he can for his bank, and I am
anxious to help him and to be of assistance
to the ex-Serviceman—the returning farmer.
But Mr. Bosisto is hamstrung because he
cannot definitely say to the returning farmer
what measure of assistance he is likely to
receive from the Commonwealth Government
or under any soldier settlement scheme. We
do know that that man is exeluded from the
application of benefits under the land settle-



[12 SepTEMBER, 1943.]

ment scheme and that he will, or may, be
able to participate only to the tune of an
advance of £1,000 under the Rehabilifation
and Re-Establishment Act.

But unfortunately that Aet 13 not in
operation, so thaf, while men are waiting
to go back and develop their farms to their
previous state of productivity—literally to
win them back from the bush—Rome is
burning, if I may use that expression. Their
substanee—the money with which -they
hope to re-establish themselves, together
with a measure of assistance from a pre-
sumed to be beneficeni Governmept—is
being applied in other directions. Some of
these men have already relinquished all
idea of returning to their properties and
have engaged in other pursnits. Others
have come back and assumed obligations
which they should not assume, in all jus-
tice. ‘There is also the case of the young
man who is veturning and desires to take
over his father's farm—a farm worked
during his absence by his aged parents.
That boy naturally wishes to make his par-
ents some compensation for their years of
work on the farm, but finds there is no pro-
vigion made for Lim to relieve his parents
of their obligation, with justice to them.
These are the types of inquiries we are
receiving, namely, inquiries from the young
lad who is alrealy home, or is still away in
the Forees, and who desires to take over a
farm from his aged parents; inquiries from
the man who is desirous of going on a farm
of his own and who has a small amount of
capital and has either purchased a pro-
perty already, or desires to do so; and in-
quiries from the farmer who wishes to re-
turn to his property that he Jeft when he
enlisted.

These three types of servicemen are ex-
cluded from the provisions of the proposed
land settlement secheme, and there is no
machinery in foree at present by which
any of these people ean be assisied. If
eannot be said that there is merit in the
argument that we must hasten slowly he-
cause we must not allow returned men
to have the plums of land settlement while
. their mates are still serving oversea. These
men sre entitled to what they have and
what they can get because it is partly their
vight alreadv. There are points in the
broad outline of a soldier settlement
scheme that has been published in the
Press, such as the leasehold basis men-
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tioned by the Minister for Lands, that are
debatable but I do not propose to deal
with them here because they are not defin-
ite. We have only the Premier's Press
statement that they are provisions of a
probable scheme.

The Minister for Lands: Do you think
his Press statements are unrelizble?

Mr. LESLIE: No. I am uceepting that
statement as relialle becaunse it comes from
a reliable source.

The Minister for Lands: Why say that is
all we have got?

Mr. LESLIE: 1 say that because it is
only in broad outline. The statement coan-
tains no fine details, WWhen we are asked
what the scheme includes and what its pro-
visions are, we cannot say. We can only
tell these people that they are not ineluded.
When a man comes along and says, ‘I am
eligible and prepared to take whatever the
Governmeni gives me,"! we say, ‘“We do
not know what you are entitled to; go and
ask Mr. Fyfe,’" and Mr. Fyfe says, ‘I can-
not tell you. TUntil legislation is brought
down, I am as much in the dark as you.”’
No doubt he knows some of the provisions,
but cannot make - definite statements.
Actually, nothing has been done. Even
at this late siage, although there have
heen arguments in connection with sol-
dier settlement, we are still just as far
off being able to give the intending soldier
settler any assistance and information
ahout going on the land as we were in 1941
when the R.8.L. first asked that something
should be done to provide for the settle-
ment of returned men, and that that should
be done early so that there would be no
rush at a later stage.

T see no harm in the motion to those
of the responsible authorities who have
done or attempted to do something to
bring about the implementation of a sol-
dier settlement gcheme. Among those who
have attempted it I inelude the Premier,
while he was Minister for Lands, his col-
leaguies and the officers appointed by this
Government. They have at least attempted
something. Absolute failure has not been
on their side. If the Premier, at any rate,
is sinecere in his desire to see somathing
definite done, and if he believes that this
Parliament ean add any weight to repre-
sentations which be might desire to make
to the responsible authorities. then he can
do no better than support the motion.



646

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[8.10]: There is no doubt that the Minister
in charge of soldier settlement carries a
great responsibility, and that in the future
he will have to stand up to a great dea] of
eriticism, some of which will probably bhe
justified, while some of it will not. If the
Minister follows the sdviee given by the
Rural Reconstrnction Commission he will
not go far wrong. He is fortupate in hav-
ing that report because, as I said previously
in this House, there is no doubt that it will
prove to be a most valuable document when
we are dealing with land settlement.

The Minister for Lands: I am more for-
tunate in having the chairman of that body
beside me.

Mr. MeLARTY: That is so. If that re-
port is followed I think a great deal of
financial loss will be prevented. I do not
think it possible to put in hand any great
land settlement scheme—no matter how
carcfully it is handled—and prevent all
losses, but, as this report of the Rural Re-
construetion Commission points out, we will
have to face losses, and the report recom-
mends that we shounld face them at the out-
set. I think that advice is sound indeed.
1t will cnconrage soldiers, going on the land,
to make greater efforts. Mention has been
made of the merits of leasechold and free-
hold, and T wish to say very litfle on that
question, but T agree with the member for
Toodyay that the man who has a freehold
farm has a greater feeling of satisfaction.
I heard the Minister for Mines, when this
matter was raised tonight, refer to the fact
that freehold-

The Minister for Mines: The hon. membher
did not hear the Minister for Mines say
anything about frechold.

Mr. McLARTY: I am sorry, it was the
Minister for Lands, and he said that it was
a matter of sentiment. I think it is more
than that. Unfortunately, with this scheme,
we will have parts of the Commonwealth
adopting the freehold system while other
parts will adopt the leaschold system. The
wealthy States, such as Victoria, will be
able to settle their soldiers on the land under
the freehold system, and T think that will
create some dissatisfaction.  Nevertheless,
T do not think our soldier settlers will be
discouraged beeanse they are going under
the leasehold system. There is no reason
why they should not make every effort under
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leaschold, because I believe they will even-
tually be given a chance—in years to come
—to make their properties freehold, as are
nearly all the properties in Western Aus-
tralia,

I rose principally te talk or two matters
related to soldier settlement, ome of which
is housing, I would like to know how far
we have gone with the housing problem.
When our men returncd from the last war
some of them went into houses which, if
they had been in or anywhere near the eity
area, would have been condemned.  The
house is a most important part of the farm,
particularly from the point of view of the
soldier scttler’'s wife. We want these men
to be satisfied from the outset with their
farms and, if the soldiers are to be given
just any type of house at all, there are
bound to be many dissatisfied wives,

The Minister for Lands: Our architects
are already getting out the plans for the
houses and other buildings.

Mr. McLARTY: I am glad to hear the
Minister say that. In his speech thig even-
ing the Minister gave us some very inter-
esting information, which I think this House
was glad to rceeive, and which the countrv
would he pleased to receive, but at the time
it struck me that the Minister did not men-
tion housing. A number of the holdings
that will be available for soldier settlers
will not have houses on them, and we will
be up against that diffieulty and, with the
others, T feel sure that they will have on
them a class of house that a soldier settler
should not be asked to go into. I have cne
or two properties in mind, and I think the
housing conditions on them are not up to
standard. I am pleased to hear the Minis-
ter say that that aspeet is receiving his full
consideration. The other matter to which
I wished to refer is the position of the sol-
dier who wishes to go in for dairying. The
Minister said he had received 849 applica-
tions, and that 100 of those men wished to
go in for dairying.

I asked the Minister for Lands a question,
some time ago, as to what he was doing to
purchase dairy stoeck for the soldier settle-
ment scheme, and he replied that his depart-
ment had purchased 83% heifers, and that
10,400 wrre required. I do not know where
those heifers are to be obtained, and I am
afraid there will be a serious hold-up in the
case of those who wish to go in for dairy-
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ing. At present we have 834 heifers—they
are yearling heifers in the main—and, as
with all berds of cattle, some culling will
have to bhe done. Where are we to get
"10,000 heifers? We have blundered in this
matter in the past. In this House I bave
heard protests raised and questions asked
about the slaughter of dairy stock.

Hon, J. ¢. Willcock: Female dairy stock.

Mr, McLARTY: Yes. We know that
great numbers of them have been semt to
the market as vealers. We know it was a
great ecomomic waste, yet we allowed it
to continue, and today we are faced with a
most diffieult position. The Government
would have been well advised, years ago,
to have purchased all the dairy heifers avaii-
able. It econld have had holding farms for
them. It is true that the Government has
a holding farm for these 800 odd, but they
are only yearling heifers and, if we had
adopted some scheme—as advised in the past
—to purchase these dairy heifers and hold
them, soldier settlement, as far as dairying
is concerned, would have been very much
advanced, and one of our worst diffienlties
would have been overcome. It would be in-
teresting to know just what is proposed to
be done. The fact that we require 10,000
heifers is going to send the prices sky high.
if that is permitted.  The prices will be
out of all reason. "I hope that prices will
not be allowed to soar to whatever heighis
might be offered in the market.

Mr. Seward: Do you think that the aver-
age returned soldier is going to rush into
dairying?

Mr.. McLARTY: We have been told that
100 have already applied. I do not know
where they are going to get the stock, but
I believe that a considerable number of
returned soldiers will wish to enter the in-
dustry. I hope that the returned soldiers
generally will not embark upon that class
of farming where they will be carrying all
their eges in the one basket. We should
encourage mixed farming. The member for
Mt. Marshall said we ought not to be wor-
ried about production in the future because
the world had never had sufficient food to
meet all its requirements. That, of course,
is true, but we know that our producers—

The Premier: Require sufficient money.

Mr. McLARTY: Yes, and practically
every section of our producers has been
up against the difficulty of securing markets
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offering a payable price. While we appear
to be certain of payable markets for most
of our primary products for some years,
nobody ¢an say with any degree of cer-
tainty what the export markets of the world
will offer later on. The Government would
be well advised to encourage the soldier
settler to engage in some form of mixed
farming. As the Premier knows, s mistake
was made in settlement in this country hy
putting men on holdings that were too
small. There are people who advocate put-
ting men on to holdings that are far too
small to give them a living. Such people
boom the land-—some of them want to sell
it—and so long as they ean get the land
settled, that is all they care about.

The Premicr: And they settle the man
for ever.

Mr. McLARTY: Yes. We should guard
against that sort of thing. I believe that
in the South-West portion of the State—
and I direct the atiention of the Premier
and the Minister for Lands to this state-
ment—even with the best of land, we
should give o man an area of not less than
200 acres. All members know that omr
land is patchy. I could take them to
parts of the South-West where they could
stand on first-class land and have no diffi-
culty in throwing & cricket ball on to
country that was very much inferior. So
it will be necessary to take into considera-
tion the elass of land that is being settled,
and to bear in mind that a larger area of
land will be needed.

We in this State are fortunate in the
man who has been appointed to econtrol
this settlement scheme, In Mr. ¥yfe, the
former Surveyor General, we have & man
with a good knowledge ot‘ the land, and his
profession will also help him. I feel that
the Minister will be well served and that
the soldier will also be well served by Mr.
Fyfe. We have been told by the memher
for Mt. Marshall that a number of men
returning from the war would be prepared
to take over farms from their fathers.
There should be no difficulty on this score.
Surely such men could be permitted to go
on to those farms immediately, even though
financial arrangements for them counld not
be made at once. The hon. member also
said that if a serviceman had an oppor-
tunity of taking a farm as & going-concern,
carly arrangements should be made to
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settle him. I agree with the hon. member.
The greater the number of those men we
can seitle quickly, the better it will be for
the scheme as a whole.

I was interested to hear the statement
by the Minister for Lands of what has been
done. No doubt we were caught unpre-
pared when the war ceased. We did not
expect the war to finish so soon, but we
have no regrets on that score, though it
has caught us in a state of partial unpre-
paredness. Now that we have reached this
stage, it behoves us to do our utmest to
press on with the job.

MR. MANN (Beverley) [8.26]: I sup-
port the motion. 1 regret that, during a
temporary absence from the Chamber, 1
missed the Minister’s reply to the member
for Toodyay. There is nothing whatever
wrong with the motion. I believe the
whole trouble may fairly he attributed to
the Commonwealth Government for its
lackadaisical attitude to the rehabilitation
of men on the land. I even doubt the sin-
cerity of the Commonwealth Government;
I doubt whether its members are really
. keen on settling men on the land. We have
heen kept entirely in the dark regarding
the details of the scheine.

I should like to ask the Minister why
the disparity hetween the States of New
South Wales, Vietoria and Queensland as
against South Australia, Western Australia
and Tasmania. Why are we designated
agent States, while the three larger States
are principal States with the right to carry
on themselves? Are we the mendicant
States of Australia?

The Minister for Lands: We are one of
them.

Mr. MAXNN: Yes; this arrangement is
very unjust. In major matters of post-war
reconstruction such as a land settlement
policy, we should have equal rights with
the other States. I can speak feelingly on
the question of soldier settlement. I have
had the experience and I know all about it.
I hope the Government realises that it has
a very big job ahead to deal with the
servicemen.  Undoubtedly some heavy
losses will be entailed, but it will be im-
possible to avoid losses.

The Premier: You are answering your
first question there.
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Mr. MANN: That is so. I can see that.
there will be a repetition of what happened
after the first world war. Qur men have
been away for some years, and they will
not be prepared to return to the country
to a life of serfdom on the land after hav-
ing been in the Forces so long. Consider
the experienee of many of our men after
the other war! They were settled in dry
areas and on heavily capitalised properties,
and I do not want to see any man who has
served in this war treated in that way, Un-
less we can settle them under better condi-
tions than those, it would be better not to
settle them on the land at all. Many of
those men stayed on their holdings for five
to 10 years, grew disheartened and became
hitter. That is how extremists are bred.
In the outhack part of my electorate I have
seen excellent returned soldiers and their
wives living in tin hovels and lacking water
sipplies and everything else requisite for a
home. Those men subsequently became
broken and left the land. Consequently, we
must expect to ineur heavy losses under
the scheme,

Another point to be considered is the
personality of the soldier to be settled on
the land. Anvthing which we on this side
of the House can do to help, we will do.
We are not swaved by any politieal motive:
our desire is to give these men some chanee
for the future.

The Premier:
mental.

Mr. MANN: Yes. Tt is not going to he
a question of securing votes by our efforts
to help these men. We will give the Gov-
ernment our whole-hearted support. Any-
ane who has gone through the expericnee
knows what is required; our desire is to put
forward something constructive in order that
these men may be rehabilitated on the right
lines. If their conditions are to be the same
as were the conditions of the soldicrs who
were settled on the land after the 1914-18
war, then I say do not let us have any land
settlement at ull. It is better for a man to
know where he stands.

That will be the funda-

The Premier: I wish you would take the
member for Mt. Marshall in hand.

Mr. MANN: T am talking as one who has
had a bifter experience. The Minister for
Lands knows that himself,

The Minister for Lands: Hear, hear!
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Mr. MANN: Today there is some recovery.
Let me put to the Minister this position: Not
long after the last war the financial depres-
sion hit us for three or four years.

The Premier: Your colleague said we
should throw caution to the winds.

Mr. MANN: I shall talk cautiously ahout
this matter, because I have cxperieneed
hardships, and there is no lesson learned so
well as the one taught by adversity. Rather
than see the returned men from this war
suffer as did some of the returned men after
the last war, I advise that the whole land
settlement scheme be scrapped. I shall make
the same statement to the public when I
return to the country, because T know what
micht happen in five, ten or fifteen years.
Possibly we shall have broken men, men who
have burnt their boats, and men who have
not learnt a trade. I offer the Government
the benefit of my experience, and if I can
be of any assistance to it I shall be only too
pleased. The joh is going to be a bitter and
hard one.

MR. PERKINS (York) [8.32]: [ wish to
touch on one or two points with reference to
this motion.  The Minister gave us some
interesting information which was not avail-
able in specific terms until he spoke. It did
clear up some doubts which some members
had hefore he spoke. The fact remains, how-
ever, that we still have very little that is
concrete and upon which a serviceman could
form a judgment in deciding what his
chances are if he goes on the land when the
settlement scheme is available. Certainly,
£1,000 is available under the rehabilitation
Bill and it will be very useful to a man in
getting established on his property if he can
in addition also secure private assistance.
But that avenue is not open to other men,
who must perforee await the general seheme.
1 think lack of organisation is the cause of
many opportunities being missed at present
o aequire suitable properties, particularly in
the wheathelt areas. T know those areas very
much better than I do the South-West por-
tion of the State and they are eminently
suitable for soldier settlement.

Many sales of properties have taken place
within the last 12 months in the wheatbelt
that wonld be eminently suitable for soldier
settlement. The prices were very reasonahle
and the properties could have heen sold
equally well to the Repatriation Department
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as to private buyers. Properties are still
being offered for sale in those safe districts
at very reasonable prices indeed. Only last
week I met a man who has a property com-
prising 3,000 acres in an absolutely safe dis-
triet; about three-quarters of it is cleared,
over 50 per cent. is first-class land, and it
is being offered for sale at £2 15s. per acre,
which is less than the aectual cost per acre
to develop the property. When the Minister
says that leasehold property will cost a
man less to establish himself on than a free-
bkold property, I think he is entirely over-
looking the fact that in our wheat areas, at
the present time, land bas practically no
unimproved value. The sale prices of pro-
perties in the good wheat-producing distriets
are practically the cost of the improvements
cffected on the properties, plus the upset
priee charged by the Government for the
land. This, in the majority of cases, was 15s.
per acre.

In our State, the leasehold system will
not save anything in the wheat-producing
areas so far as the ingoing costs of the set-
tler are concerned. It will, however, be the
means of putting the interest cost of the
improvements on to the community as a whole,
vather than on the individunal settler, at
least during the early years while he is
establishing himself on the farm. At the
present price of wheat, I believe any man
who has to meet the whole of the interest
on capital required to set up in wheat pro-
duction has not even got a fighting chance
of winning through, assuming he is an aver-
age farmer, if such a term ean be applied
to a farmer. T do not wish te go exhaus-
tively into that question, hecause I hope to
discuss it on a Bill in the near future. The
prices we are now obtaining for our wheat
do not make wheatgrowing an attractive
proposition in Western Australia.

The Premiet: Seven shillings and sixpence
within two years!

Mr. PERKINS: I hope the Premier is a
good prophet. The fact that the prices have
not bheen atiractive largely accounts for
wheat properties being offered ot what I
would class at the moment as bargain prices,
and I think that the Repatriation Depart-
ment, because of the lack of necessary legis-
lation and organisation, is missing a golden
opportunity to acquire good properties in
safe districts that could be used for future
soldier settlement Lack of a concrete
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scheme is delaying the necessary considera-
tion which must be given to the general
organisation that will be employed for actual
production, if I may put it that way, on
those preperties.

At the present time, there is a confliet
between the social desirability of many
small properties with comparatively high
costs of production per unit, and the eco-
nomic desirability of larger properties with
a lower cost of production per unit. That,
in my opinion, is largely brought about by
reason of the more economical working of
a larger property. Such a property
would have a larger plant which could
be worked at a less cost per unit.
That can be demonstrated on many proper-
ties in the State at present. I think prob-
ably many members of this House know of
individual farmers who have those large
and effective plants working at a very small
cost per unit; whereas the man working a
comparatively small properly of 1,000 or
1,500 acres—which is probably contemplated
as a suitable unit for soldier settlement—
will find that the cost per unit is higher.
Many practical farmers in the State have
been discussing the possibility of evolving
some system whereby larger plants could be
used for production on the soldier settle-
ment properties, not by loading the whole
of the capital cost on to the farmer on one
property but by using one plant to work
more than one properly. I know that such
an organisation will be very difficult to
bring about, and that is why I say this
legislation should have been brought down
at a much carlier stage in order to give
people who are competent to advise on the
question a chance to express their ideas and
thrash out the details. In the absence of
sufficient notice, it is likely that the organi-
sation will be set up somewhat hastily and
there is a likelihood of our getting a less
effective set-up than wounld be the case if
we bad had more time to eonsider the mat-
fer.

I do not know that 1 need discuss the
actual details of the setting up of an organi-
sation such as T have trentioned, but I do
say that it is desirable from the point of
view of the ordinary soldier settler put on
to a 1,000 or 1,500-acre farm that he should
be given the benefit of the cheap ecost per
unit which is associated with a large high-
powered plant as against the cost per umit
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which I am afraid is inseparable from the
use of a smull plant just big enough to
cope with a smaller farm. There are many
other matters that one could touch on. The
debate has been valuable in having given
members a chance to discuss the difficulties
that are likely fo arise in regard to the
soldier settlement secheme; but I am afraid
that the strietures contained in the motion
regarding the delay in bringing down neces-
sary legislation will prove to have been
only too well justified, if that delay is go-
ing to cause ineflicieney in the establishment
of a proper scheme,

The best service we can render returned
men desiring to go on the land is t{o give
them a reasonable chance of making good.
I agrec with the member for Beverley that
it is doing no service to any individual if,
as a reward for services rendered, we put
him on a block of land where he is going
lo spend the best years of his life battling
in order to keep some equity in the property
but finds after a period of years that
he is making no progress and finally has
to leave the property, go into some other
walk of life, and start from behind scratch.
That is what happened to far too many
of aur settlers who went into the marginal
areas in past years, and I for ome would
not be a party to any of the men who have
risked their lives in the Fighting Forces be-
ing given similar treatment under any scheme
of soldier settlement.

On motion by Mr. Seward, debate ad-
journed.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

MOTION—INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP-
MENT, USE OF MUNITION
FACTORIES.

To Inquire by Select Commitice.

Debate resumed from the 5th September,
on the following motion by Mr. Doney :—

That a Select Committee be appointed to

inquire into and report npon—

(a) To what extent can industrial develop-
ment in Western Anunstralia bemefit
(after the war) by the retention and
uge of the machinery and skilled
workers employed at the Welshpool
munition faetory and other similar
establishments in this State.

(b) What articles could, with advantage, be
manufactured.
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(¢) What would be the probable demand for
such articles—(1) in Western Aus-
tralia; (2) for export from this
State.

(d) Should suech manufacture (if found
practicable) bes carried on—(a) by
the State Government; (b) by co-
operative enterprise assisted by the
State; or {¢) by other means.

] ] |
TEE MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT (Hon. A, R. G. Hawke—
Nortbam) [8.45]: The essence of the mo-
tion moved by the member for Williams-
Narrogin is that a Seleet Committee should
he set up for the purpose of investigating
- the best possible use to which munition fac-
tories in this State can be put e promote
industrial progress. In his speech, the hon.
- member told us that he had attended a pub-
liec meeting called by the workers concerned
some weeks ago, at which was discussed the
future likely use of these industrial estab-
lishments, He also told us he was the only
member of Parliament present at that meet-
ing.
Myr. Waits: I do not think he said he was.
Mr. McLarty: The member for Mt. Mar-
shall.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Well, a member of the
political party to which he belongs. 1 de-
sire to inform the House that more than
onc meeting of this kind was held about
that time. I think the meeting to which he
referred was the last public meeting held.

Mr, Doney: As a matter of faef, it was

the first, as far as I know.
" The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Yes, as far as the hon.
member knows; but I think that, in fact,
it was the last of the series.

Mr. Doney: It might have been.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT : And I know, of my own
knowledge, that at the main meetings there
were present members of Parliament other
than the one referred to by the member
for Williams-Narrogin.

Mr. Doney: In which ease it was not the
last meeting.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: As a matter of faet,
the member for East Perth played a very
important part, not only in regard to most
of these meetings but also in regard to very
iinportant negotiations that were carried on
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between representatives of the unions con-
cerned and representatives of the State and
Commonwealth Governments.

Mr. Doncy: I am inclined to think it was
the seecond, but certainly it was not the in-
itial meeting.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I would also inform the
House that out of those negotiations to
which I have referred results eame that
were beneficial to the establishments and to
the workers concerned in them, There are
at least three major munition factories or
establishments within the State under direct
Government control. There is an establish-
ment at the Midland Railway Workshops,
under the eontrol of the Railway Depart-
ment and the State Government. There is
one at Welshpool under the direct coniral
and management of the Commonwealth
Government; and there is an aireraft pro-
duction factory at Bayswater, also under
the direet ownership and management of
the Commonwealth Government. Some-
what playfully the member for Wil
liams-Narrogin told us that following the
placing on the notice paper of his motion
on the 31st July last things appeared to
happen in the right direction. Fortunately
he then went oo to indieate that he did not
attach any real significance to the fact that
he had on that date given notice of his
motion in this House.

Mr. Doney: I told you deflnitely that I
did not regard that as a matter of eause
and effect,

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: That is just what T said,
so on this point we agree. There is, there-
fore, no need to diseuss it further. ’

Mr. Watts: Nor to mention it, in fact.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: There is every need to
mention it becanse I want to go on to say
that prior to this notice of motion being
given, representatives of the State Govern-
ment had been in contact and in negotiation
with representatives of the Commonwealth
Government with the object of ensuring that
all these Government munition establish-
ments would be continued either on the pro-
duction of munitions or on the production
of other artieles, and as a result, of course,
that as many of the workers as possible in
each establishment would be continued in
employment.
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Mr. Doney: At that time, of course, the
public was not permitted to know that.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Statements were then
given to the Press for publication at the
appropriate time.

Mr. Doney: I know. '

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I think every member
of the House will realise that we do not rush
in to give statements to the publiec when
we are in the middle of delicate and import-
ant negotiations.

Mr. Doney: I made that admission.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT : Here again the member
for Willtams-Narrogin and I agree. I am
therefore somewhat puzzled why he made
the interjection. So I desire to support
his contention that representatives of the
State Government played a very important
part in the negotiations with the Common-
wealth Government for the purpose of en-
suring that these establishmenta should be
continued in production. The hon. member
who moved this motion said that as far as
the public knew the Welshpool factory was
making only a few bolts and nuts for the
Netherlands East Indies governmental aunth-
orities. That statement is incorreet and very
misleading, As a matter of faet, the Welsh-
pool factory has never made any holts or
nuts for the Netherlands East Indies auth-
orities, although negotiations along those
lines proceeded for a fair time.

Mr. Cross: The Welshpool factory did
not have the gear to do it either.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT : That also is not correct,
because the factory had the gear and machin-
ery neeessary to manufacture millions of
bolts and nuts if the order had been received
from the Dutch authorities. T think there
was a very good chance of an order being
received for hundreds of thousands of these
articles if the war with Japan had continuned
for a longer period. Just when it appeared
likely that a eontract would develop the
Japanese decided to snrrender uncondition-
ally. Consequently the policy of the Duteh
authorities changed substantiaily and, as a
result, the probable contract did not come
to fruition. The Welshponol factory has been
continuously producing small arms ammuni-
tion, and is doing that today, and will go
on doing it for some months to come. Tt
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is hoped, by the State (Government, that
the Welshpool small arms munitions factory
will be one of the permanent factories of
this type in Australia, because, as I think
members will realise, there must be main-
tained in Australia, by the Commonwealth
Government, permanent factories for the
continuous produetion of small arms ammuni-
tion.

The section of the Welshpool factory that
began (o reduce its operations very con-
siderably is what is known as the fuse see-
tion. The production there became so great
that the necessity for further production
no longer existed to any worthwhile extent.
So, as a matter of commonsense policy the
Commonwealth Government had instructions
issued that produection in this section of the
factory should be reduced from month to
month until a certain period would be reached
in which production would cease altogether.
As a result of negotiations, which were car-
ried on in Perth with the Minister for Muni-
tions when he was here some few weeks
ago, it was agreed that ome shift should be
continued to be employed in this section of
the factory for a period of at least three
months so that in the intervening period
every effort might be made by State aunth-
orities, by Commonwealth authorities and
by other people and organisations who might
be interested, to develop ways and means by
which this part of the factory could be used
for the production of other articles

Considerable investigation has been made
in that direetion. There are at present at
least two proposals developing, either of
which, if it is finally decided upon, could
be put into operation in this particular
seetion of the Welshpool factory. Tt will,
therefore, be seen that the Welshpool muni-
tions factory is still very active. There are
two shifts working in the preduetion of
small arms ammunition, and the produc-
tion of that article keeps in operation the
major portion of the establishment.

Mr. Read: Yes, and you did a good joh
there.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: We did our best, and
I think that the results achieved were
beneficial to evervone eoncerned. So, the
only part of this factory that gives any
concern at present is the small fuse section
to whichk I have already made reference.
We shall continwe to do everything
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humanly pessible to ensure that when the
production of the present article in that
factory eeases, as it may do in two or three
months’ time, some substifute production
will be set moving there. The State Gov-
ernment is in negotiation with the Com-
monwealth Government in regard to the
faetory at Bayswater in which there is
some of the best preeision machinery in
Australia. This aireraft production fae-
tory is one of the best I have ever seen,
which does not mean to say that it is one
of the largest, but nevertheless it is a com-
paratively large establishment and has
housed within its walls some of the best
and most modern machinery in Australia.

A very good staff has been built up, and
there are, operating the high precision
machinery, some splendid types of trades-
men and, in addition, very reliable men.
The personnel employed in the faetory are
almost entirely hand picked, by a process
of elimination. The State Government is
anxious to take over this establishment,
either by becoming the owner of it or leas-
ing it for a long term of years, and there is
every reason to believe that the Common-
wealth Government will be sympathetic to-
wards Western Australia in this direction,
and will finally agree to enable the State
Government to take over the factory for
the purpose of continuing it in operation
for the best purposes to which it ean be
put.

Mr. Watts: Have you any idea what they
are?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I have several ideas, but
I would rather nof make that information
available at this stage, more particularly
as the negotiations between the State and
Commonwealth Governments have not yet
been completed.

Mr. Seward: 1 believe that particular
machinery can be adapted for other pur-
poses.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: The machines in that
factory can be adapted to produce a wide
variety of arficles, among which would be
many that the Government requires in large
quantities from time to time. That would
apply to the requirements of the Railway
Department and other departments of gov-
ernment, including two or three of the
biggest departments of the Commonwealth.
Members will quickly realise that large
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Commonwealth departments, such as the
post offices—especially on the telepbone
side—continually require huge quantities
of artieles of different kinds. This faciory
at Bayswater is well equipped to produce
many of those articles, and to produce them
in exceptionally large quantities.

That leaves the munitions annexe at
Midland Junction. It is the intention of
the Railway Department to take over that
annexe, which of course is a Commonwealth
annexe, and to use it to the fullest possible
eapacity in eonnection with the affairs of
the Railway Department. That anncxe is a
producing establishment and it ean be used
by the Railway Department with great
benefit in relation to the big rehabilitation
policy, which will have to be carried out by
that department with the object of modern-
ising our railway system as guickly as pos-
sible. It will be seen, therefore, that the
guestion of putting these Government-
owned munition factories to the best pos-
sible use in the post-war period has re-
ceived the very close and—if I may say
so—the very successful consideration of
the State Government, through its appro-
priate officers.

I am as sure as I can be that 5 Select
Committee—or any other eommittee for that
matter—could not proceed any further than

"has already been done under the methods

T have deseribed. We have had investigat-
ing this question some of the most skilled
technical men in the Government service
and, as the result of their investigations
and recommendations, together with the
ideas and views of Ministers in the Gov-
ernment, we have decided to operate along
the lines 1 have indieated, which, I think,
should be acceptable to the members of this
House. Naturally every Minister of the
Government is keen to ensure that these
industrial cstablishments sball be continued
in operation, They have, as the member for
Williams-Narrogin indicated in his speech,
very great advantages, becanse they are new
factories that were established only three
or four years ago, and consequently they
were bnilt on the most modern lines pos-
sible, The buildings are in every way satis-
factory and suitable, and in those establish-
ments are wonderful amenities for the men
and women employed there. I agree that it
would be in the pature of a tragedy for
the future industrial development of this
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State if those establishments were allowed
to go out of usec, or even if the use made
of them was not as great as the capacity
of each establishment would permit.

After the member for Williams-Narrogin
had dealt with his motion he went on, in a
thoroughly general way, to discuss the ques-
tion of industrial development in this State.
He suggested that factories should be es-
tablished in every rural centre of Western
Australia, and told us that his own town
of Narrogin—through its representatives—
had placed certain proposals before the
State Government for the industrial develop-
ment of Narrogin. He then went on to say
that nothing had happened, apparently, and
that he had come to the conclusion that the
proposgls had been pigeon-holed. He sug-
gested that he had lost faith in the possi-
hility of anything concrete ever being done.

Mr. Doncy: I do not think that is quite
how I put it, and the Minister knows very
well that such blame as I alleged was not
against the State Government at all, but
against the Commonwealth Government.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: The member concerned
then went on to say that he felt he could
not hold the State Government responsible
——certainly not fully responsible—for the
situation as it affects Narrogin today, but
that he did place upon the Commonwealth
Government most of the blame for nothing
substantial having been done——

Mr. Doney: At Narrogin and all other
country towns concerned.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: All I desire to say on
that point is that the representative from
Narrogin merely put forward ideas such
as might have been put forward in connee-
tion with any other town in the State.

Mr. Doney: I mentioned towns gener-
ally, and the Minister might just as well
say that.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: It is easy for the peo-
ple in a particular town to come along and
say, “This could be established,” or “That
could be established,” but unless they ecan
develop eonerete proposals it is almost im-
possible for the Government to do what it
otherwise might be able to do. For instance,
if someone in Narrogin—either an indivi-
dual or a firm—could devlop an actual pro-
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posal and say, “We propose to develop this
industry. These are the plans, and this is
a fairly accurate picture of what might be
expected from the development of this in-
dustry. Would you, as g Government, come
in and assist us financially to the extent of
20 per cent., 30 per cent.,, or even 50 per
cent. 7 the Government would have some-
thing to put its teeth into.

Mr. Doney: 1 agree with the Minister
there.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: The Government would
have something to Iook at and to deliberate
upon. I am sure that if more or less con-
crete proposals could be developed in Nar-
rogin or any other country town, the inem-
ber for the district would have no ecause
for complaint about the attitude of the Gav-

crnment. The hon. member then went far
afield—

The Minister for Mines: Momentarily
wandering. )

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT : —to discuss the question
of decentralising indnstrial development.

Mr. Cross: That is not unusual.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: But he spent most of
his time in the State of Victoria. He quoted
freely from cuttings taken from Melbourne
newspapers, and most of the cuttings were
statements by the Premier of Victoria, Mr.
Dunstan, in praise of the Premier of Vie-
toria, the same Mr. Dunstan.

Mr. Watts: We get a lot of that from
the Minister for Industrial Development in
this State, i

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: The hon. member told
us that 41 new secondary industries bad been
established in the country distriets, inelud-
ing the distriet of Wodonga.

The Minjster for Lands: Why Wodonga?

Mr. Doney: For the benefit of the Pre-
1ier.
The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL

DEVELOPMENT: I was interested in the
information made available by the hon.
member, because it is a gpood thing to find
the Government of any State pursning a
poliey that has the effeet of developing sec-
ondary industries in the country distriets.

Mr. Doney: Did you cheek up on the cor-
rectness of my statement?
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The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: In Australia it is ad-
visable and very nmecessary in the years
nhead to decentralise to the fullest extent
possible the industries and population of
the nation. I, therefore, give the fullest
measure of credit to the Vietorian Govern-
ment for whatever it has done in that direc-
tion. But while the member for Williams-
Narrogin was telling us all about what the
Government of Vietoria had done in this
way, 1 was wondering why he should have
preferred to tell ns about Victoria’s work
as against Western Australia’s work in the
same field, ’

Mr. Doney: I had to ieave yon matter
for a scnsible reply. You are not taking
that opportunity.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: 1 bave a suspicion,
perhaps only to a very slight degree, that
the hon, member, in placing all this in-
formation about Victoria before us, and in
“Hansard,” and if possible in the newspapers,
had in mipnd that the public of Western
Australin would immediately conclude that
the Vietorian Government had done marvel-
lous things in this fleld of decentralising
secondary industries while the Government
of Western Anstralia, completely asleep om
the job and dead to its responsibilities, has
done nothing at all.

Mr. Doney: Not completely asleep, but
I did wish to draw that comparison. You
are quite right there, but are going a bit
too far.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: When a member draws
a comparison, he eannot do so accurately
unless he sets out fairly fully the informa-
tion on each side, so that pcople may say,
“Well, this State has done so much and
that State has done so mueh.”” Then they
have a fair opportunity to make a decision
on the relative merits of what one State
has done as apainst another State. The
member for Williams-Narrogin, in  his
speech, said nothing at all about what had
been done in Western Australia so it is not
very lezitimate on his part at this stage to
interject that he quoted Victoria only for
the purpose of establishing a comparison. He
told us that an exhibition had been held
at the Myer Mural Hall, at which there were
exhibited 25 exhibits of producis from de-
centralised factories in Victoria.
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which ¢

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I do not mind whieh
way the hon. member puts it.

Mr. Doney: So long as you have it cor-
rectly.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Well, 25 types of ex-
hibits.

Mr. Doney: That is better.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: If-we held a similar ex-
hibition in the hall at Merredin, Narrogin
or some other country centre, we could show
more than 25 classes of exhibits.

Mr. Doney: That is not to say Viectoria
had no more. .

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
hon. member must not continue to inter-
Jecet.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: As I read through the
list of exhibits, I was greatly interested to
find that some of the classes had been
divided, re-divided, sub-divided, and re-sub-
divided for the purpose of making the numn-
ber as great as possible. As a matter
of faet, if we held an exhibition at Bunbury
of the elasses of produets manufactured in
the small knitting mills operating in that
town, we could prove to the public that
several eclasses of products are manu-
factured. If we set out a list in the same
manner as this list was set out in the Vie-
torian papers on the authority of Mr, Dun-
stan, we could have an exhibition of 250
classes of produsts from secondary indus-
tries in our country districts.

Mr. Doney: Nobody doubts that.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Nobody is doubting it
now.

Mr. Doney: Nobody doubted it at any
time.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT : But nobody would have
known anything about it if he had had to
depend on the speech of the hon. member
when praising the efforts of the Vietorian
Government to the skies a week ago.

The Premier: He did that deliberately.

Mr. Doney interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
hon. member must refrain from inferject-
ing.
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Mr. Doney: The Ministey is inviting it.

The MINISTER YOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I wish to record in
**Hansard’’ for the benefit of those who
read ‘‘Hansard,”’ and tell members for
their benefit, and, if the newspapers have
suflicient space now that the war is over,
to tell the public through them of the sec-
ondary industries that have been estab-
lished in our country distriets in recent
years. I will refer only to those which the
State Government has had a part in assist-
ing to establish or maintain.  There may
be many others which we have not, in re-
cent years, had to assist. I am concerned
mainly with the newer industries that have
been established, and it is only right that
this information should be given to the
House and recorded in ‘‘Hangard’’ so that
those who heard or read the speech of the
member for Williams-Narrogin about the
egreat achievements in Victoria might also
learn something of the achievements in
Western Australia.

Mr. Doney: I take it that those factories
have been set up during the war, have
thev?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Some of them have,

Mr. Doney: Oh! Some of fhem!

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Yes.

Mzr. Dorey: You had better put it on the
same basis as mine,

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT : Not necessarily. I doubt
very much whether every enterprise re-
ferred to by the hon. member has been es-
tablished during the war.

Mr. Doney: I did not give all of them.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: At Boyup Brook during
the war there has been established the flax
processing industry, in conneetion with
which hoth the Commonwealth Government
and the State Government have played an
important part.

Mr. McLarty:
prospects?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I hope I shall not have
to go into that point at this stage, becanse
the list T have here is fairly long and I

What are its post-war
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would like to get through it. What I can
say in reply to the member for Murray-
Wellington is that extremely imporiant
negotiations are being earried on in this
city at the present time in connection with
that phase.

The Premier: Even today.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: A meat works was es-
tablished at Broome with the assistance of
the State Government. It is an important
activity in that part of the State. Woollen
mills were established at Bunbury and are
still producing several classes of goods,
all of excellent quality. The State Govern-
ment has assisted in a small way the manu-
facture at Bunbury of art woodwork from
local timbers. Any member who may be
interested in this work would he well ad-
vised to visit the emporium of Boans Ltd.
and inspect some of the remarkably classy
work which is being done by the Buubury
people responsible.

Mr. Withers: Returned soldiers.

Mr. Doney: Is it a factory?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: The member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin asks whether it is a facetory.
It is an industry.

Mr. Doney: I know all about that, but
is it a factory?

The MINISTER I'OR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I am not concerned with
whether it is called a factory or a work-
shop. It is an industry.

Mr. Doney: For the purpose of compari-
son, my concern is to know whether the
Minister calls it a faetory.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: If we enter on an argu-
ment as to whether or not it is a factory,
we might be here for the next ten years
and, as far as the member for Williams-
Narrogin is concerned, he would still be of
the same opinion. At Busselton, there has
heen established a Doat-building industry
by the aid of the State Government.

Member: It is doing excellent work, too.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT : Despite the nasty look
on the face of the member for Williams-
Narrogin when I mentioned it, there has
also been established at Busselton an indus-
try for the production of implement handles.
The State Government has rendered some
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assistance to that indostry. At Bridgetown
there is fruit dehydration. At Chandler
there is the production of potash. At Carnar-
von the fish-processing industry is now be-
ing developed. At Donnybrook we have
fruit and vegetable dehydration and the
production of fruit juices. At Esperance
and Widgiemooltha, as the result of assist-
ance from the State Government from time
to time, salt is being produced in large
quantities. We formerly imported salt
from South Australia. At Geraldton cray-
fish canning operations have been revived
during the war and carried out to the full
capacity of the factory. Tomato-processing
is also heing earried on at Geraldton. At
Hopetoun we have canning and smoking
of salmon.

At Kellerberrin, the firm that was con-
cerned in the renovation of steel pipes has
not only expanded that work during the
war, hut is manufacturing many require-
ments for farmers in the way of water
troughs and farming machinery. Fish-
processing in a small way is taking place
at Mandurah. At Mt. Barker there is fruit
dehydration. At Northam implement handles
are being manufactured. The firm eoncerned
has received oversea orders for its products
and will be exporting very large guantities
of handles in the future. The production
of slippers has been undertaken at Northam
in a factory established by a Perth firm.
That activity is being expanded quickly. as
time goes on.  Another industry earried
on there is the produetion of agricultural
machinery parts.

Mr. Doney: Where?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Northam. At Norseman
the .State Government played an important
part in the establishment of an industry for
the production of pyrites, which have taken
the place of sulphur in the production’ of
sulphuric acid for the superphosphate in-
dustry. The farmers of this State doubtless
realise how tremendously valuable that in-
dustry has been to them. I should say there
has been mno parallel development in Vie-
toria. During the comparatively short
period this industry has been in operation,
60,000 tons of pyrites ore, valued at £150,000,
has been treated.

The Premier: And used in this State.
281
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The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: The superphosphate
companies eoncerned imcurred an estimated
capital expenditure of about £140,000 in
building the necessary plant in this State to
treat this ore successfully and process it
into sulphurie aeid.

Mr. Cross: We used to get sulphur from
Japan before the war.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: And there are good
prospects of its becoming a permanent in-
dustry. At Pemberton there is the process-
ing of hops and the obtaining of logs for
plywood manufacture. Although the factory
in whieh the plywood is now being processed
in this State is not located in the eountry,
much of the aclivity connected with the indus-
try is carried on in the Pemberton distriet. I
am sure that both the present Minister for
Mines and the ex-Minister for Mines could
tell members a great deal of what was
achieved, with the assistance of the State
Govérnment, particularly during the war
vears, in the direction of producing strategic
minerals in this State, Although the mem-
ber for Williams-Narrogin might elaim that
the production of minerals is not of a second-
ary industry character, nevertheless fhe de-
velopment of these industries in the State
has a heneficial effect, inasmuch. as they
provide employment and are responsible for
inereasing the circulation of money in the
eountry areas.

Mr. Doney: Despite the fact that of course
T Aid not go into mining, beeanse it is value-
less as a eomparison.

The MINISTER FOR -INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: 1 should say there is
an obvions reason why the member for
Williams-Narrogin did not enter this field in
his survey of Vietoria; but if the posilion
had been reversed and the development of
minerals in Victoria during the war had
been as substantial as their development in
this State, then T imagine we would have
heard a great deal about it from the member
concerned.

Mr. Doney: I imagine members would
not, hecause it is not a ecomparison.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I must ask the
member for Williams-Narrogin to keep order.
He has the right of reply, but if he does
not keep order he might not be able to reply.
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The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT : During the war there has
been development in the Hamersley Ranges
in the North-West in the produetion of asbes-
tos. Here, again, the member for Williams-
Narrogin would probably elaim that this is
not a secondary industry. This industry pro-
duces raw material upon which very vital
big secondary industries will be established
in Western Australia. An industry has been
assisted at Tammin by the State Government
for the manufacture of certain types of
agricultural machinery. At Wundowie, as
members are well aware, the State Govern-
ment is expending a considerable sum of
money for the purpose of developing an
industry for the production of wood distilla-
tion produects and charcoal-iron. I would
say that the two industries being developed
in the State In the country districts, namely,
the one at Chandler for the production of
potash and the one at Wundowie for the
distillation of wood produets and the pro-
duetion of chareoal-iron, would in themselves
be ever so much more important than the
41 factories established in the country dis-
tricts of Victoria by the State Government.

Mr. Seward: We have been waiting for
a long time for some produetion at Wun-
dowie.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: The member for Pin-
gelly may be a long time waiting for pro-
duction at Wundowie, but that is evidently
becanse he has no conception of the im-
portance of the undertaking.

Mr, Seward: I am watehing it closely.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: He has no understand-
ing of the technical problems associated with
the development of that industry. I have
no doubt he is closely watching it through
the carriage window as he goes up and down
every week. I sugpest most sincerely to
the member for Pingelly that, if he had any
interest in this project, he would iake ad-
vantage of the opportunity that is always
open to him to disenss it with the technieal
officers charged with the responsibility of
establishing the project.

Mr. Seward: That is all right. I am not
condemning if; I merely remarked thal we
have been waiting for a long time for some
produetion.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FQR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOI'MENT: I know the hon. member
is not condemning it but his words might
suggest to anyone who might hear him or
read what he has said that things are not
going well with the project, that there is
some unexplained delay that may mean that
things have gone wrong. On the other hand,
I ean assure him earnestly that in view of
all the diffienlties ereated by the war with
respect to manpower and materials, the pro-
ject is developing reasonably well,

Members are aware that the Government
in December last sent to America one of
its technical officers for the purpose of
thoroughly investigating matters connected
with the technical side of the project. That
officer stayed in America for six months
and investigated several similar aetivities
operating in that country. As the re-
sult of his investigations and inquiries,
he found if necessary to make very
few recommendations of any conse-
quence in connection with the plans for
the establishment of this project. I can
assure members that the Government and
the technieal officers concerned were ex-
tremely careful before they set out to es-
tablish it. We realised that unless we were
extremely cantions there were some pedéple
in this State who seemed o Take a delight
in the State failing in any underiaking of
this character, and who at the first possible
opportunity would become calamity howlers
and utterly condemn the project in every
shape and form. So members can take it
for granted that the Government and the
technieal officer assoeiated with this pro-
Jjert have heen exiremely cantious and have
procecded step by step only after making
all the inquiries and investigations possible
in different parts of the world where simi-
lar industries are in operation.

Mr. Doney: You have reached most un-
fair conclusions there—most unfair.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I am responsible for
any coneclusions I may draw,

Mr. Doney: Quite so.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMERT: I say again there are
some people in this State who are watching
all the time for an opportunity to condemn
utterly any undertaking for industrial ex-
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pansion in Western Australia, especially
where the Government is responsible for any
such undertaking.

Mr. Doney: I know what you said.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I say, too, that there
are in this Parliament, although I had
hoped not in this House, two or threec peo-
ple of that deseription.

Mr. Doney: This is not the time to men-
tion it,

The Minister for Landg: The time is not
ripe, I suppose!

Mr. Doney: It is not opportune.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I have gone to some
trouble to indicate to members and to the
country the extent to which the Govern-
ment of this State has concentrated, even
despite the difficulties arising out of the
war, ypon the task of trying to develop in
the eountry distriets industries other than
primary industries, or induostries in addi-
tion to primary industries, so that in the
post-war period it will be possible in those
country distriets to develop additional aec-
tivities, to ereate greater opportunities for
cemployment, to increase the eireulation ot
money in those parts and to assist in the
general buoilding up of the rural districts
of Western Australia,

Mr. McLarty: They will first require to
have cheap power.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DNEVELOPMENT: As the member for
Murray-Wellington knows, the Government

has made deeisions in that direction and

will push ahead for the purpose of imple-
enting those decisions as soon as cireum-
stances will allow it to do so. I can say
in addition that just as we have coneen-
trated on that phase during the difficult
vears of war, so will we concentrate even
more upon them in the post-war period,
especially when the situation regarding man-
power and materials becomes easier. I am
sorry to say there are several other cor-
rections which I muost make regarding the
speech delivered by the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin.

The Premier: I think you have given him
the works already.

Mr. Doney: I am not worrying about
that.
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The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: The real point is that
when a speech is made in this House on
an important question of this deserip-
tion

Mr. Doney: It should be taken seriously.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: —and it contains in-
formation that iz incorrect, it is the boun-
den duty of the Government to put right
those mistakes.

Mr. Doney: 1 do not grumble at that
part of it. )

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: That must be done.

Mr. Doney: I grumble about something
else,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I must ask the

member for Williams-Narrogin to  keep
order.
The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL

DEVELOPMENT: I am glad that the mem-
ber for Williams-Narrogin appreeiates the
necessity for doing something along those
lines.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: In a nice way.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT : Not only those who may
have heard his remarks but those who read
“Hansard” may be misled, and also those
who read the report in the newspaper of
his ineorrect stalements may likewise have
been led astray. It is always desirahle that
an inaccurate statement shall be corrected
as soon as possible. For instance, the mem-
ber for Williams-Narrogin said in connec-
tion with the industrial development that
the Board of Area Management in this State
had had to bid very high for every contract
it had obtained. The Board of Area Man-
agement was a creation of the Commonwealth
Munitions Department and was the agent
in this State for that department. The Board
of Area Management, as such, manufactured
nothing. It was the distributing ageney in
this State for contracts on behalf of the
Munitions Department. The, member for
Williams-Narrogin was so upset about this
question of the Board of Area Management
in this State having to bid so high for defence
contraets that he said he was almost moved
to embrace secession from the Common-
wealth as the remedy for a situation of that
kind.

Mr. Doney: You are right there.
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The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I may inform the mem-
her for Williams-Narrogin that the Board
of Area Management did not have to hid for
any such contraets, as it was only the distri-
huting agent in this State for defence con-
tracts made available through the Munitions
Departiment.

Mr. Doney: You know what my meaning
was.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: The hon, member also
said that an area officer of the board, Mr.
Hallam, went abroad on behalf of the board
and went to Burma, Malaya, India, Ceylon
and the Netherlands East Indies searching
for markets for goods manufactured in
Western Australia, Mr. Hallam did not go
abroad on behalf of the Board of Area Man-
agement at all.

Mr. Doney: Did he go there at gll?

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the Minister re-
sume his seat? I have asked the member
for Williams-Narrogin to keep order. If
he persists in his attitude, I shall have to
take action.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT : Mr. Halla;n went abroad
as the representative of a local syndicate
ealled the Industrial and Trading Syndi-
cate of Western Australia. He did not
visit Burma or Malaya or Ceylon or India
or the Netherlands Kast Indies; he visited
South Africa, England and the United
States of America. He was away from
Western Australia for approximately 12
months, The hon. member then went on to
tell us that, as a result of the visit of Mr.
Hallam abroad, the Board of Area Manage-
ment had seeured a number of important
commereial tie-ups in the United States of
Ameriea. I tried to put him right on that
point when he was making his speech; but
he would not be put right, and rather indi-
cated to members that T did not know what
I was talking about in that regard; that he
had his information from a very authori-
tative source; and that he preferred to rely
upon that sourece rather than to take any
opinion which T had in connection with the
matier.

As T explained a few moments ago, the
Board of Area Manpagement in this State—
as in every State of Australia—was an
agency of the Commonwealth Munitions
Department through whiech that department

[ASSEMBLY.]

distributed contracts to various factories
and workshops for the produetion of muni-
tions and other requirements of war. The
Board of Area Management has no interest
whatever in getting commercial tie-ups in
Ameriea, England or anywhere else. As a
matter of fact, if the board has not already
gone out of existence it will do so very
soon, because theve is no further reason
why its activities should continue. Mr.
Hallam went abroad as a representative of
this syndicate to which I have referred,
and he did obtain very valuable commercial
tie-ups in Great Britain, But as far as I
am aware, he did not obtain any in the
Tnited States, though I would not be posi-
tive about that last point. The member
for Williams-Narrogin said he understood
that representatives of the syndicate were
likely to approach the State Government
for the purpose of trying to convince it
of the advisability of the syndicate’s efforts
in the direction of indunstrial expansion
in Western Australia being supported by
the Government. He expressed the hope
that the Minister was not tied to the
Commonwealth Government’s policy of the
subjugation of private enterprise to such
an extent as to prevent him—the Min-
ister—from looking fairly and reasonahly
at this approach by representatives of the
syndicate.

Here again, the information made avail-
able to the hon. member was hopelessly
astray. If I were in the pesition of the
hon. member, T would—tonight if possible,
or tomorrow morning—have a very stormy
interview with the person or persons who
made all this incorrect and misleading
information available to him; because unfor-
tunately the person or persons conecerned
caused the member for Williams-Narrogin
quite conscientiously to eome to Parliament
and make available to Pariiament informa-
tion which was far astray from the facts
on very many important points. The trath
about the Government in connection with
this syndieate is that, as far back as 1943,
the Government made available to the syn-
dicate £500 to enable it to finance the send-
ing abroad of Mr. Hallam in order that he
might explore the situation oversea in the
direction of ascertaining whether it would
be possible after the war for the factories
and workshops of Western Australia to ob-
tain contracts to supply the needs of the
Netherlands East Indies anthorities and other
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authorities concerned with the government
angd management of the islands north of
Australia; and also in the direction of ascer-
taining whether it might not be possible for
the syndicate concerned to prevail npon some
of the most important manunfacturing enter-
prises in Great Britain either to transfer
their manufacturing rights so far as markets
in this part of the world are concerned to
this syndicate; or, failing that, whether it
might not be possible to establish branch
manufacturing enterprises themselves within
the State of Western Australia.

The visit of Mr. Hallam abroad was
suceessful. As a result, there has been estab-
lished in recent weeks in Western Australia
the Western Australian Industrial Corpora-
tion, Limited, which, it is hoped, will be
responsible in the reasonably near future
for giving a very great fillip to industrial
production in this State. The Government
has been so interested in this matter, and
so anxious to assist in the direction in which
the enterprise is striving, that it has agreed
to grant £5,000 by way of financial assist-
anee to these people to help them in their
endeavours on behalf of the State. In agree-
ing to make this money available, the Gov-
ernment has established certain safeguards
and restrietions which it felt it was its duty
to do on behalf of all of those concerned
in the proposal and in the company's opera-
tions when they get under way. So I think
that the member for Williams-Narrogin will
clearly see—as will every member of the
House—that the Gtovernment has been par-
ticnlarly interested in the activities of this
syndicate since the middle of 1943 and has
assisted it financially and in many other
ways, as I am sure Mr, Hallam in pariicular
wonld acknowledge if he were approached;
and any member of this House has my com-
plete permission—if that is considered
necessary—to approach Mr. Hallam and
diseuss the matter with him in the frankest
possible manner.

I think I have indiecated that the Gov-
ernment is doing very effectively, and as
effectively as possible the work which the
proposed Select Committee would be called
upon to carry out. I would swggest it is
doing that work more effectively than eould
a Select Committee. To sum up what I
said in that regard: Negotiations are al-
ready proceeding between the Common-
wealth and State Governments for the
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taking over of the aireraft production
factory at Bayswater by the State Govern-
ment, The Railway Department will take
over the munitions annexe at Midland
Junction, The small arms munitions fae-
tory at Welshpoaol is eontinuing in -pro-
dnetion and will continue in produétion in
regard to small arims ammunition for at
least six or nine months to come.

As T also said, it is the hope of the State
Government—and it has made representa-
tions in this regard—that the Welshpool
small arms ammunition factory will become
one of the permanent factories in Australia
for the production of small arms ammam-
tion. I indieated what had been attempted
in connection with the fuse section of the
factory and also that proposals—at least
two—are now under consideration for the
purpose of using the fuse section for the
production of the requirements of ecivilian
industry when the present activities in that
section come to an end, as I understand they
might do within the next two or three
months, In view of all these things I sug-
gest that this motion is not justified, and I
therefore ask members to vote against it.

On motion by Mr. North, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.52 p.m.
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